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TO THE 


REV. MR. CALEB EVANS, M.A 


MASTER OF THE SEMINARY AT BRISTOL, 


REVEREND Sin, 


H aving read and conſidered the 
Circular Letter drawn up by you, read and approved 
by the Aſſociation met at Horſley, in Glouceſter- 
ſhire, July 3d and 4th, 1789; and finding myſelf, and 
ſome doctrines which I believe to be true, levelled 
at; I have preſumed to make a few remarks on the 
performance; and humbly inſcribe them to your 
Name, and ſubmit them to your peruſal, You 
inform ug — | 


There are two extremes in religion, which are too 
te often fallen into by Chriſtian profeſſors, againft which we 
© think it our duty to guard you. The one is fiery, ungs- 

dc vernable, ill- natured Zeal and Bigotry ; and the other; 

* Cold Indifference. Tempers of mind which are both of 

| & them highly diſhonourable to God and Religion, and very 

- * injurious to our own ſouls.” | | 

A 3 Pray, 
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Pray, Sir, did you ever ſee or hear of any man that 
ever fell into more fiery, ungovernable, ill- natured 
zeal, bigotry—and I add, wrath and indignation, 
too—againſt any mortal living, than Mr. Evans fell 
into and diſcovered againſt William Huntington, 

when he preached at Briſtol? And, pray, what pro- 
voked him? Nothing 1 in the doctrine that he could 
overthrow; nor in the life of the preacher, that he 
could condemn.. It muſt have. been the crouded 
audience, and the power of God, that kindled his 
indignation: and, if ſo, his hatred had no other 


"cauſe than that which the world may plead againſt 


the ſovereign grace of God. Example, Sir, goes 


before precept. When thou teacheſt another, teacheſt 
thou not thyſelf alſo? He who binds a burden on 
- other men's ſhoulders ſhould touch it firſt with his 


own finger. I he man who gets into Moſes's chair, 
and bids others obſerve his precepts, while they are 


i obliged to ſhun his works, expoſes himſelf to the 


old taunting proverb—Phyſician, heal thyſelf. 


« Let thoſe who are in danger of the firſt of theſe evils 


« remember the words of our divine Maſter to his diſciples, 


« when they were for calling for fire from heaven to con- 


« ſume the Samaritans— Ye know not what manner of 
« ſpirit ye are of! You think, perhaps, (as though our Lord 


« had ſaid) that you are actuated only by zeal for me and 


« my honour, but you are Ane influenced by a ſpirit of 
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« pride and ſelf. importance. And is not this too often the 
« caſe with fiery zealots now? Come, ſee my zeal!” 
« ſays Jehu; but ſelf was at the bottom, and his zeal was 
cc more for his own glory than that of the Lord of Hoſts. 
« It is good to be always zealouſly affected in a good thing; 
e but we ſhould take heed that our zeal do not degenerate 
& jnto rancour; and that we do not violate the mild and 
'« benevolent ſpirit of the goſpel, under the plauſible RG 
« of zeal for the truths of it.” 


There is nothing upon earth that ſtaggers me more 
than the conſciences of ſome. profeſiing men. Had 
1 been left to myſelf to diſcover in the pulpit ſuch 
malice and indignation againſt any man, (that! be 
lieved in my conſcience to be a child of God) as 
Mr. Evans did againſt me, I could no more have 
ſent ſuch a paragraph as this into the world, than 1 
could have expected to be ſaved without pardon, 
- or hope for heayen without grace. My conſcience 
would have condemned me tor hypocriſy in every 
linge, and made me lay down my pen: and ſo would 
yours, if ſhe had done her office; and, as ſhe. did 
not, theſe ſmcoth things of yours betray no ſmall de- 
gree of inſenſibility, diſtance from God, and hardneſs 
of heart. Did you remember the words of your 
divine Maſter? Did you know what ſpirit you were 
of? Was you not influenced by a ſpirit of pride and 
nt ——— like Jehu? Was not ſelf at tae 
bottom? 
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bottom? And was not your zeal and malice for 
your own glory, inſtead of the glory of the Lord of 
Hoſts, when you fell, like lightning from heaven, 
vpon the perſon, miniſtry, and reputation, of the 
coalheaver? Do you not, Sir, condemn your con- 
duct by your own pen, and expoſe yourſelf to the 
judgment of the Lord out of your own mouth ? 
For you can ſhew no juſt cauſe or impediment why 
. I ſhould fall under all your degenerate rancour, and 
be finally excluded from the mild and benevolent 
ſpirit of the Goſpel, (that you contend for) under 
your plauſible zeal for the truths of it. 


« But, oh! beware of the oppoſite fatal extreme of cold 
© indifference. Let no pretence of charity betray you into 
© an indifference to truth. Load not with anathemas thoſe 


'& that differ from you about what is truth, but do not give 
« them reaſon to deſpiſe you for your indifference to what i; 
4 you profeſs to receive as truth. Without pretending to 


judge the ſtate of any individual who does not receive as 


tc truth that which you do, you cannot flight or be indiffe- 
« rent about truth itſelf, any one known truth, without 
« offering the higheſt inſult to the God of Truth, and pte- 
« cluding yourſelves from thoſe important advantages which 
« thoſe who receive it in the love of it are ſure to derive 
* from it.“ 


It is a good thing, Sir, to guard the ſaints againſt 
a cold indifierence; but the docttine of this letter 
will 
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will never ſtir up che hallowed fire of a Jukewarm 
profeſſor. Nothing can warm a cold heart, rekindle 
an expiring ſpark, or enflame the ſmoaking flax, but 
a ſpiritual union with him who is Iirael's Holy 
Flame, and Zion's Refiner's Fire. All fire that is 
not terched from this Altar will prove but ſparks of 
our own kind'ing. You enforce heat without union: 
If two lie together, they have heat; but how can one be 
warm alone? Eccleſ. iv. 11. When Jeſus communes 
with us by the way, and opens to us the Scriptures, 
then ir is that our hearts burn within us: but you are 
ealling for warmth without union, communion, or 
fellowſhip; and, to tell you the truth, reverend 
Sir, this letter of yours is as much influenced by 
the climate of the frigid zone as any heart ever was 
in the Laodicean church of old. I would adviſe you, 
therefore, to procure a live coal from the Altar firſt 
yourſelf: it is that which makes a miniſter a flam« 
ing fire; and, when a burning and a ſhining light 
is ſet on the caudleſtick, it will give light to all that 
are in the houſe, and ſet the ſmoaking flax in a 
flame. There is no communicating the ſweet in- 
fluences of Pleiades without removing the frozen 
bands of Orion, Fob xxxviii. 31. 

Seven times, in this ſhort quotation, you enforce 
the word trutb. But pray, Sir, what is truth? A 
ſeveafold knowledge, communicated by the pra- 
miſed light of ſeven days, (Ia. xxx. 26.) will keep 
8 ſaint from * indifference about the truth.” The 

firſt 
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firſt is, a cordial reception, in meekneſs, of the in- 
grafted word of truth, with a perſuaſion that it is 
indeed and in truth the wird of God; being attended 
with the Spirit and Power of truth, who ſhe.'s abroad 
in the heart the everlaſting love of the God of truth, 
which ſweetly draws the ſoul to him that is the ag 
to the Father, the 74h of the Bible, and the /ife of 
the faint; and all this accompanied with the true 
win of the Spirit, in the court of Conſcience, that 
ſuch a happy ſoul is juſt:fied, adopted, and ſealed up 
by the Spirit of God to the day of eternal redemp- 
tion; having the knowledge of the true God, which 
is eternal life. This is truth in the abſtract, truth 
in the heart, and in the head; in the power of it, in 
the light of it, in the experience ot it, in the love of 
it, and in the enjoyment of it. If you do not diſ- 
cover and enforce the powerful application and ope- 
ration of the Spirit of truth upon the hearts, minds, 
and conſciences of men, as well as the word, how 
ſhall we know a true preacher of the kingdom of 
God, which is in power, from a mere pretender to it, 
who endeavours to make it ſtand in werd? You 
know, reverend Sir, that Balaam propheſied truth, 
while he was united to the Father of Lyes, in the 
very bond of iniquity: and others did the fame in 
the Apoſtles days; on which account Paul calls, 
not for ihe ſpeech of them that are puffed up, but ihe 
power; fer the kingdom of God is not in word. 
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« Is the Goſpel a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all ac- 
« ceptation, and ſball we receive it as though it were of no 
« importance whether we receive it or not? Shall we pre- 
« tend to receive it, and yet ſcarcely think it worthy an en- 
« quiry what it is, what truths it contains, what hopes it 
« inſpires, what proſpects it opens? Are there herefies 
which, without raſhly pronouncing upon any individua} 
« who may fall into them, are in their nature and general 
&« tendency deſtructive, and ſhall we not be anxious to diſ- 
« cover and avoid them? Are there truths revealed which 
« are the wiſdom of God, and the power of God unto 
« ſalvation, and ſhall we not be deſirous to know, embrace 
« them, and feel the energy of them working in us?” ; 


| Shall we receive the Goſpel as though it were of 
no importance? &c. This Shall we, Shall we not, las 
vours too much of the old caſk. Arguments, bot- 
tomed on the old foundation, and enforced by the 
energy of Free-will, never do any execution like 
thoſe that are diſcharged from God's quiver, When 
you have ſpent all the forcible weapons of Free- 
agency, then make uſe of a few from the ſovereign 
and abſolute will of God, and you will ſoon make 
way through the joints of the ſinner's harneſs. A 
hardened . ſinner, or careleſs profeſſor, will eſteem 
ſuch agiWery as ſtraw; and a brazen brow will repel 
them Notten wood. If the reinforcements of Free- 


B agency 


£ 1 % 
——— — err. RR nn a * 
— 5-4 444 L C 
7 4 — 
, N q = TY wy 
_—_— _ . - ö l - 
- ab * » 


— COI__ ON OO IS A_ 2 


r K ĩ⅛ p — 0 
3 
- » C4 * 


10 ALETTER TO THE REV. MR. CALEB EVANS.” 
agency had ſerved you as they did Peter, we ſhould 
have had a pure language from you, like that of the 
true circumciſion, who rejoice in Chriſt, and have no 
confidence in the fleſh. It is for want of being emptied 
from veſſel to veſſel that ſo much of the old lees 
appears in the cup; and, for want of the ſpringing- 
well in the heart, the dregs of the old fountain 
make the ſtreams run turbid: that which flows from 
the fountain of life, through the throne of God and 
the Lamb; is clear as cryſtal, and may well be com- 


| pared ro a ſea of glaſs, becauſe it diſcovers every 


{ot or wrinkle, both in body and ſoul; and fo you 
would have ſaid, if you had looked through it, as 
Paul, Daniel, and Job, did. The firſt was ſtruck 
blind; the ſecond had all his comelineſs turned ta 
corruption; and the laſt abhorred himſclf, and re. 
pented in duſt and aſhes, 


Are there truths revealed which are the wiſdom of God, 
« and power of God unto falvation? And ſhall we not be 
& deſirous to know, embrace them, and feel the ener gy of 
6“ them working in us?“ 


The Goſpel, which teſtifies of Chriſt, who is the 
wiſdom of God, and the power of God to ſalvation, 
is certainly revealed; but you will never deſire to 
feel che energy of it working in you with a holy de- 
ſire, until * are * by the Holy Ghoſt to 

feel 


oY 
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feel the need of it. The dead, unawakened, un- 
alarmed ſinner, bids God depart from him, and tells 
him he deſires not the knowledge of his ways. I 
cannot conceive how a man can be a miniſter of 
Chriſt, if he never experimentally knew, nor was 
ever quickened to feel, this energetic power of truth 
working in him. Can a man be a miniſter of the 
Goſpel who never embraced it? Can he be a mini- 
ſter of the Spirit without being endued with power 
from on high, by receiving the Holy Ghoſt? 
Does a © defire to know, embrace; and feel this 
« energy,” make an Evangeliſt? I ſuppoſe not. It 
is not a deſire after theſe things that makes a mini- 
ſter of Chriſt, or a member of Chriſt : It rs the deſire 
accompliſhed that is ſweet to the ſoul; and it is that 
ſweetneſs that makes a man both a member and a 
miniſter. He muſt eat Ezekiel's roll before he can 
handle the law lawfully, (Zzek. iii. 1.) and digeſt 
John's little book, (Rev. x. g.) before he can preach 
the Goſpel evangelically. Without knowing, em- 
bracing, and feeling this energy, a preacher is no 
more than a mere impoſtor; and a member is no 
better than a withered branch, or an active hypo- 
crite. 


« Are there thoſe who hold the ttuth in unrighteouſnefs, _ 

* believe a lye, and receive the Goſpel of the grace of God 
in vain, and ſhall nat we take heed to ourſelves, left we 
. B 4 . 1 | S © fall 
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t fall into fo auful a condemnation? Are there any of you, 
4 hrethren, either with reſpect to principle or practice, ſink» 
; & ing into luke warmneſs and indifference? Suffer us to ſound 
u an alarm amongft you. How long halt ye betwixt tw 
te opinions? If the*Lord be God, follow him; but if Baal, 
ec follow him.” 
If a man holds the truth in unrighteouſneſs, or 
receives the Goſpel notionally into his judgment, 


| | | while he remains in an unjuſtified ſtate, the father 
; of lyes has certainly the poſſeſfion of his heart; yet 
| it is the tub (not a lye) that he is ſaid to hold: nor 


5 will a hypocrite's taking heed prevent this awful 
end. Some are before of old ordained to this con- 
deaination. Special grace and good heed always 
go together: it is the gracious man that takes heed to 


his ways. 

« Are there any of you, brethren, either with reſpect to 
« principle or practice, ſinking into luke warmneſs and in- 
« diffe ence? Suffer us to ſound an alarm amongſt you, 
« How long halt ye between two opinions ? If the Lord be 
I! - « God, follow him; but if Baal, follow him.” 


| Are lukewarmneſs and ind ference two opinions? 
f Cen either of theſe be called opinions or ſentiments ? 
| And can any man be perſuaded in his mind that 
| either of theſe your opinions is God? Are not /uke- 
j warmn:ſs and indiference one and the ſame thing? 


\ 
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And are they not rather fleſhly and deviliſn — 
than opinions And which of theſe 72s" opigion#"is 
God? If lukewarmneſs be God, we are to followitharz 
but if indifirence be God, we. muſt follow that. 
Lukewarmneſs and Indifference are neither God nor 


Baal. Theſe might as well be called -Carnal Eaſe” 


or Sloth as Opinions, and Senſations. inſtead of 
Principles; and as to people's holding lutewarm ra 
in practice, they rather hold it in death; for ſach 
ſouls, with reſpect to religion, are motionleſs. Away 

with Morpheus! and away with Baal! God never 
| lumbers nor ſleeps; nor is Satan ever idle. You 
have ſounded an alarm, indeed! - and an uncertain 
ſound it is; and who ſhall prepare for the battle? 
For you have not told us which of theſe Opinions 
is God, nor which we are to fallow; and therefore 
we muſt go halting on, until you ſound a ſecond 
alarm, which, it is to be hoped, will be more clear, 
and give a more ſure warning. I perceive there is 
a deal of difference between divinity diſtilled at a 
ſeminary, and that which is drawn from the alembick 
of an experienced, ſavoury, unctuous heart. But 
we muſt go on 


« Surely it is high time for us all, miniſters ind i 
& to awake out of fleep, to contend earneſtly for the faith 
« once delivered to the ſaints, to hold faſt tre form of ſound. 
words in a ſpuit of Goſpel meckueis and love, to becomes 
«- valiant 
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- © valiant for the truth, and to direct our conſtant, warmed 


bas the promotion of truth and holineſs. Is not the 
enemy buſy ſowing tares? And ſhall we ſleep? Shall we 
« be leſs zealous i in ſowing good ſeed?” 


It is certainly high time to awake out of ſleep, 
when the alarm has been ſounded ; and it is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to tell the people which of your 
Opinions is God, that they may know which to fol- 
low when they have beſtirred themſelves; and whe- 
ther this imaginary deity be falling, and muſt be 
attended to; or purſuing, and mult be joined with 
or on a journey, and muſt be waited for; or perad- 
wenture in a ſleep, and need an alarm to awake him, 
as well as the people. You have alarmed them, 
10 ad called them forth to contend earneſily for the 
« faith once delivered to the ſaints; but have not 
told them which of your Opinions is the object of 
fait: nor have you given any account of the Spirit 
of faitu, the doctrines of faith, or the grace of iaith, 
flowing from either of thoſe Opinions. They are to 
bold faſt the form of found words; which we muſt 
look a little tarther for, for as yet we have found 
bu: fe ſound words—lels ſound divinity, and but 
little ſound ſenſe. Sound words are like nails 
faßten d ty the Maſter of aſſemblies, given forth from 
one Shepherd , and they muſt come ro the heart in 
power, in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much aſſurance, 
| o 
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to make a ſound divine. Such ſouls, and a 
ſuch, will hold the form of ſound words, eep 
the good thing committed to them by the Holy 
Ghoſt, which dwelleth in them. Telling people to 
be © valiant for the truth, and to direct their warmeſt 
« zeal in the promotion of truth aA holineſs#® with- 
out ſending them to the Lord Jeſus for ſtrength, 
armour, and fortitude, and for mercy and grace to 
help them in every time of need, is acting like an 
Egyptian taſk-maſter demanding brick vithout 
ſtraw; and telling them to “ direct their warmeſt 
« eal,” without ſending them to the altar for fire, and 
pointing out that wiſdom and arm of Power that has 
promiſed to direct their work in truth, and hold 
them up in their goings, is only ſetting them to 
beat the air. You ſhould, Sir, have ſet the Saviour 
before them, who is the Truth, and made of Gad 
ſanctification to his people; and enforce the neceſſity 
of the Spirit of Truth, who ſanctifies the Elect, 

makes them meet for the inheritance of the Saints i in 
light, © Iz the enemy buſy ig, ſowing tares, and 
* ſpall we ſleep? Shall we be leſs zealous in ſowing 
e good ſced?” If the ſeedſman has nothing to en- 
courage him, but this Shall we, Shall not We, he will 
ſoon fall aſleep in the field. It is God that gives ſeed 
-to the ſower, and bread to the eater; and that ſends 
the ſeedſman forth, inſtructs him to diſcretion, teaches 
him, and works with him. All this comes forth, | 
not from We, nor from Shall we, but from the Lord 


of 
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of H YR whe is wonderful in counſel, and excellent in 
work, When the Egyptians wept to Pharaoh for 
breal tor their hovſhold, and ſeed for their ground, 
he ſent them to Joſc ph; and you ſhould ſend them 
to Chriſt, not to themfelves. Me is not the Trinity; 
nor is g ball wwe the will of God. His powerful will 
muſt influence our Shall, or we Hall do but little 
good. 0 


«« The two grand objects of your zeal ſhould be truth 
& and holineſs, the one riſing up out of the other, and both 
inſeparately connected together.“ 


think the grand object of a ſaint's zeal is the 
glory of God, Pbin has uad, zealous for my 
« {/ke,” ſaith Jehovah: “ be was zealous for bis 
u Cad. Numb. xxv. 11. 13. Nor does holineſs 
& riſe up out of truth.” God is Holineſs and 
Truth; Chriſt is the Holy One and the Truth; the 
Holy Ghoſt is the Spirit of Truth and Holineſs; 
and God's Word is true and holy. Sanctify them 
through thy Truth thy Word is truth. Truth and 
Holineſs come to the Elect together, and both 
ſpring up and influence the life and converfation of 
the faint together. Truth comes to the Ele in 
power, in the Holy Gholt, and in much aſſurance; 
and they ſpring up together. Holineſs does not 
riſe up out of truth, and leave truth at the bottom: 
hbolincſs always takes truth with it; and, whether as 
AA 
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an abiding principle or an influential power, they 
always abide or act in connection, tt 


« There are ſome who are for ever dwelling, in a dry, 
« ſyſtematic, jejune, unedifying manner, upon what they 
« call the doctrines of the goſpel; but the ſpirit, the ite, the | 
« power of the goſpel, they are ſtrangers to. And accor- 
« dingly you will find ſuch congregations, for the moſt part, 
« made up, not of humble, godly, ſpiritual, active, uſeful, 
« benevolent Chriſtians ; but of ſour, ill-natured, earping, ' 
tc conceited bigots, and ſubtle caſuiſts; no more, in their 
« ſpirit and temper, like their bleſſed Maſter, than the gloom 
&« of midnight is like the beauty and ſplendour of the chear- 


« ful opening day.“ 


If this Letter had contained any thing like the 
pure doctrines of the Goſpel, I ſhould have thought 
the author had been writing againſt himſelf; for this 
is as dry, unſyſtematic, jejune, unedifying,” an 
Epiſtle, as ever I peruſed in my life: there is neither 
ſpirit, life, nor power, in it. A good man's heart 
is generally known by the good treaſure that comes 
from it, and a ſpiritual man by the ſpiritual fruit that 
he bears; but who can ſay this Letter is Weighty er 
powerful, without belying his conſcience, and giving 
flatterirg titles to the author? How can a people be 
„humble, godly, ſpiritual, active, uſeful, or bene- 
e volent,” when they have nothing to work upon 
but a miſcarrying womb, nor any thing ſet befose 

C them 
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them but a dry breaſt? A falſe gift (ſaith the wiſe 
Man) is like a cloud without rain; it can only diſ- 
appoint the thirſty and dry land. If the preacher be 
ce humble, godly, ſpiritual, active, uſeful, and be- 
« nevolent,” the flock will partake of his grace; 
it will be, Like people, like pricft: but, if he be an 
inſtrument without life, what can they be but a con- 
gregation of the dead? Dropping ſuch dry frag- 
ments as theſe upon a lifeleſs people, is like com- 
mitting the whole body to the ground—the dead 
burying the dead. © A congregation made up of 
&« ſour, ill- natured, carping, conceited bigots, and 
56 ſubtle cafuiſts, no more, in ſpirit and temper, like 
« their bleſſed Maſter, than midnight gloom is like 
e the chearful aay;” can never belong to Chriſt. 
How can the Saviour be the 3le//2d Maſter of ſuch a 
herd as this, who have no likeneſs to him, either in 
ſpirit or in temper ?—No more like him than mid- 
night gloom 1s like the chearful opening day. If a 
people be not at all like Chrift, they can have no- 
thing of his image; if not at all like him in ſpirit, 
they cannot be partakers of his Spirit; and, if any 
man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his. 
Then how can he be the bleſſed Maſter of ſuch? 
And, if no more like him than midnight gloom is 
to the opening day, they cannot be children of the. 
Day, nor children of Light: they muſt be children 
cf the Night, and of Darkneſs; they are ſubjects of 
the Devil's kingdom, never being delivered from the 

powers 
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powers of darkneſs, nor tranſlated into the kingdom 
of God's dear Son. 


„ Others, again, through an apparent zeal for holineſs, 
& too much ſeem to negle the grand, leading, heart-reviv- 
ing doctrines. of the Golpel; and infiſt upon nothing but 
« duty and obligation. They erect a ſuperſtructure without 
4 a foundation to ſupport it. They ſeek for fruit without 
« making good the tree that is to bear it. They expect the 
« end without duly uſing the means: they might as well ſeek 
grapes from thorns, or figs from thiſtles. The doctrines 


ce of the Goſpel muſt be explained, underſtood, and applied 
« to your hearts by the good Spirit of God, before you can 
& bring forth fruit unto God, or ſhew forth his praiſe, 
« Truth and holineſs are what God hath joined together, 
« and we ſhould never, therefore, think of putting them 


« aſunder. 


This looks a little like ſound doctrine; this is not 
ſo much rainted wich the old caſk as the greateſt part 
is. There can be no true holineſs, either in heart 
or life, till the ſoul-reviving doctrines of the Goſpel 
are applied to the heart by the Holy Ghoſt; · nor can 
the ſuperſtruQure go up on our moſt holy faith till 
fairh mix with the word, and live unite the living 
ſtone to the glorious Foundation. © Inſiſting vpon 
© nothing but duty and obligation,” enforcing mo- 
ral duties, and bringing believing ſouls under an 
C 2 obligation 
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obligation to the yoke of bondage, as their only rule 
of life, is making them obligated and indebted to 
the law, and to the works of it, inftead of the grace 
of God: whereas we know that we are debtors fo 
grace, and are to be ſaved to the praiſe of his grace; 
and he will diſplay the riches of it, even in glory, by 
Jeſus Chriſt. But theſe are not the means which 
God hath appointed to obtain the glorious end: 
Grace begins the work at firſt, and makes them meer 
to be partakers of the inheritance at laſt. I ſend 
« thee,” [Paul] ſays the Saviour, © to open blind 
c eyes, and to turn them from darkneſs to light, 
« and from the power of Satan to God, that they 
© may receive forgiveneſs of fins, and inheritance 
© among them which are ſanctified, by faith that 
< is in me.” Ads xxvi. 18. Here we have deli- 
verance from blindneſs of mind, and from the Devil 
himſelf; forgiveneſs of all our ſins, the glorious in- 
herirance, and ſanctification, or a meetneſs for it, 
alſo; and all this by faith that is in Chrift, Driv- 
ing believers to the law, and ſetting that continually 
before them as their only rule of life; © inſiſting 
ct upon nothing but cry duty and obligation,” is 
building a ſuperſtructure without a foundation, as 
you juſtly obſerve, becauſe it is drawing ſouls from 
an union with the Foundation that God Has laid in 
Zion, in order to gender their minds with the rock 
of Horeb. It is, as you aſſert, ſeeking fruit without 
making the tree good ; 2nd expecting a glorious end 

by 
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by means of the law, inſtead of making uſe of the 
means of grace. And they may as well expect grapes 
from thorns, or figs from thiſtles, as any fruit in that 
legal way of © duty and obligation, to the moral 
law. The doctrines of the Goſpel muſt be explained, 
underſtood, and applied to the heart by the powerful 
Spirit of God, before any fruit can be brought forth 
to his glory; ard the ſinner muſt be created anew 
in Chriſt Jeſus, and be a veſſel formed for the Lord, 
before he can ſhew forth his praiſe: and this new 
creation conſiſts in being renewed in knowledge; it 
is a new creation in Chriſt, a creation after his image, 
in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. He, therefore, who 
has a ſavoury, experimental knowledge, of God, Has 
the righteouſneſs of faith on him, and the Holy Ghoſt 
in him, is a new creature—and as many as walk ac- 
cording to this RCLE, (that is, who walk in the light 
of the knowledge of God, in the faith of his righte- 
- ouſneſs, and in the Spirit) they walk in newneſs of 
life—mercy on ſuch, and peace, and upon the Iſrael of 
Ged. Truth and holineſs are to be found in ſuch 
ſouls, and in no other. This laſt quotation, Sir; 
is a morſel of tolerably weil-worded Antinomianiſm. 


* It is lamentable to obſerve how much the progreſs of 
* the goſpel is obſtructed by thoſe who profels the greateſt 
« zeal for the advancement and ſpread of it. We confeſs, 
4 brethren, we cannot witneſs without à kind of ſecret 
horror the ſhocking manner in which the goſpel is muti- 
* lated, 


r 
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«% hated, tortured, and disfigured; by the Socinians on the 
« one hand, and debaſed and put to open ſhame by the Anti- 
« nomians on the other. May God help you in the Spirit 
4 of Chriſt to bear your ſteady teſtimony againſt both. 


It is lamentable, Sir, to ſee ſuch men as the Soci- 
nians labouring ſo hard againſt the only Rock of | 
ſalvation; and exerting all their parts, abilities, 
learning, time and talents, to lay a foundation for 
their hope in the duſt: for, if the Saviour be not the 
ſelf- exiſtent, independent, and eternal Jehovah, he 

cannot redeem his brethren, nor pay a ranſom to 
God for them. Vain is the ſalvation -of man: no. 
man can quicken his on foul. © Truſt not in man,” 
faith the Lord; © nor in the ſon of man, in whom 
« there is no help.“ He who denies the divinity of. 
Chriſt, and yet calls him a Saviour, and puts his + 
truſt in him, 1s curſed of God for making fleſh his 
arm; and he who truſts in abſolute, unincarnate 
Deity, flies to a conſuming fire, and makes his bed 
in hell. The new and living Way is confecrated 
through the weil of bis feſb, and it is only within that 
veil that Hope can find an anchorage. Denying the 
Saviour to be God, is charging the family of heaven 
and carth with idolatry; and God with being the 
- author of it, who has expreſsly commanded the angels 
of heaven, and the daughters of Zion, to worſhip his 
firſt-begotten. And, if he be not God. to all intents 
and purpoſes, all are curſed by the Eternal Law wha 
have 
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have obeved the Divine mandate in falling down/and 
worſhipping him. But, though the Socinian's neck 
cannot ſubmit to the ſceptre of his grace, yet the 
time ſhall come when every kne® ſhall bow to the 
iron rod of his juſtice : all that dwell in the wilder- 
neſs ſhall bow before him, and his enemies ſhall lick 
the duſt; thoſe generations of vipers ſhall ſhare in the 
Serpent's doom. 

Bur, is it not more ſtrange, Sir, that we hear of 
Socinians and Arians braring the title of Doors of 
Divinity? If Chriit be not God, it could not be the 
Spirit of him in Noah, and in all the prophets and 
apoſtles, that penned the Bible; and, if he be not 
God, the Scriptures cannot teſtify of him, nor can 
his word be ſpirit and life. If the author be no more 
than a creature, the doctrine can only be natural. 
If the author be not divine, the doctrine cannot be 
divinity. Then, what becomes of D. D. Doctor of 
Divinity? It falls to the ground, and makes room 
for N. N. Natural Novice, or Novice of Nature. 
However, they fulfil the Scriptures as well as others. 
Some are of old ordained to this condemnatian; 
ſome ſhall ſtumble and fall, and be broken, and be 
ſnared, and be taken, The wile are to be caught in 
their own cratiineis; falſe prophets muit come; and 
ſtrong deluſions are to be ſent, and credited, that all 
may be damned who oppoſe the truth, and take plea- 
{ure in unrighteouſneſs. The preſcience of God is 
the ſeal of the ſure foundation; the elect ſhall never 

| be 
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be finally deceived, nor can they ever be Joſt. It 
is lamentable to ſee ſuch blaſphemous herefies pub- 
liſhed—yet the lamentation, mourning, and woe, is 
the heritage appbinted to the heretics; it is to be 
the portion of their own cup. 

But, as to their © torturing and disfiguring the 
« Goſpel,” the Goſpel fill remains what it ever was. 
The crafty ſyſtem diſtilled from their brains is no 
more like the law of faith than the Alcoran is like 


the Book of Life. The everlaſting Goſpel will re- 


main in the hand of the Spirit, and in the heart of 
the Elect, to be the power of God to ſalvation, to the 
end of time; and will ſhine like the ſun, withoue 
any advlteratian or disfiguration, when Arians and 
Socinians are gone to their own place; having filled 
vp their meaſure, and brought on themſelves the 
ſwift deftruQtion denounced againſt all who deny the 
Lord that bought them. 

What you have ſaid, Sir, againſt the Socinian, is 
juſt: bur it is not enough to infiſt upon an acknow- 
tedement of the myſtery of God, of the Father, and of 
Chrift, Col. ii. 2. but upon the experience and enjoy- 
ment of the love of God, the grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chrift, and the fellowſhip of the Holy Gheſt. This 
muſt be known and felt by every foul that enters the 
kingdom of God. Deſtitute of this, ſinners are with- 
out God, without Chriſt, and without hope in the 
world: they are carthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh; hav. 
ing not the Spirit; knowing nothing but what they 
know 
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Know naturally; and it is at the peril of their ſouls 
to take God's covenant in their mouth. | 


To diſpute them out of all their profeſſion, * 
religion, their aſſumption of the miniſterial office, 


and out of all claim upon God, Chriſt, and the word, 
by calling for their experience, miſſion and com- 
miſkon from God; is a more effectual way than fol- 
lowing them through the regions of darkneſs, where 
Satan appears in the front, his armour-bearer in the 
centre, and the witneſs for truth in the rear: whereas 
the good ſoldier of Chriſt ſhould ſtand faſt by the 
ſtandard, and call for a reaſon of his hope, and the 
experience that wrought it; and palm him upon the- 
kingdom of Satan if he be deſtitute of i it. 


« The Goſpel is mutilated, tortured, and disfigured, by. 
©« the Socinians on the one hand, and debaſed and put to 
e open ſhame by the Antinomians on the other. May God 
«. help you, in the Spirit of Chriſt, to bear your ſteady teſti- 
« mony againſt both!“ 


LES 
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I do not know what ſort of Antinomians you have 
got in that part of the country; but, if they debaſe the 
Goſpel, and put it, or Chriſt, to an open ſhame, they 
do deſpite to the Spirit of grace, are certainly en- 
tangled in the great tranſgreſſion, and muſt be nigh 
unto curſing. But ſome who are called Antinomians 
in London are quite of another caſt: they are charged 
with exalting Chriſt at the expence of Moſes; in- 

D ſtead 
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ſtead of exalting him at the good pleaſure of God, 


who hath ſo highly exalted him, as to give him a 


name above every name, that of Moſes not excepted. 


Exalting Chriſt above Moſes; contending for the 
doctrines of the Goſpel; enforcing the Spirit's work 
on the ſoul; and inſiſting upon good works, ſpring- 
ing from union with Chriſt, the influence of the 
Spirit, and being performed under the dominion of 
grace; together with a ſervice in the newneſs of the 
Spirit, worſhip in ſpirit and in truth; and all this 


without the works of the law, or even calling it the 
ſaint's only rule of liſe are the heavy and dreadful 
charges which are brought in againſt ſome who are 


called Antinomians in London. You charge your 
ſort with © debaſing the Goſpel” but, in this me- 
tropolis, they are charged with debaſing the Law, 


calling the covenant of grace the better covenant, ' 


ſetting the law of faith above the law of Moſes, and 
the works of faith above the works of the law. 


Moreover, if any preacher dare to aſſert that the 


whole of the law's requirements is holineſs, righte- 
ouſneſs, and love to God and man; for which it 
promiſes life; but that it cannot give either life, or 
any qualifications for it—he is an Antinomian, 
And, if it be inſiſted that holineſs comes by the 
Spirit; righteouſneſs by imputation; love to God 
by the Holy Ghoſt; that they receive everlaſting life 
by faith, which is the gift of God through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt; and that e righteouſneſs of the law is 
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fulfilled in ſuch who walt not after the fleſh, but after 


the Spirit—then they are ſaid to make void the lat 
through faith. This is the judgment of our London 
Evangeliſts at preſent: fo that the righteouſneſs of 


God, and eternal life, revealed in the Goſpel, ap- 


plied by the Spirit, and received by faith that worketh 
by love, does not eſtabliſh the law; nor is the righte- 
ouſneſs of it fulfilled in ſuch ſouls, but Antinomian 
leaven has fermented them. 


« But, perhaps, we have more reaſon to guard you againſt 
« the poiſonous influence of a corrupt Antinomian leaven, 
« than the more open attacks of Socinianiſm. Antinomian- 
« iſm comes to you under the guiſe of an angel of light, 
« and is therefore the more dangerous. It pretends to exalt 
« the free and ſovereign grace of God, to reduce the crea- 
ture to nothing, and make God and Chriſt all in all. 
The grace of God is free and 
« ſovereign; we are all become guilty before God; and it 
« is by grace alone we are ſaved through faith, not of works, 
« left any man ſhould boaſt. But wherein does ſalvation 
« conſiſt? Is ſanctification no part of it? Or, is ſanctifica- 


« Now this is very right. 


4 tion not the work of God's Spirit in us, as our Catechiſm 


« aſſerts; but the holineſs of Chriſt imputed to us, as the 


* Antinomians maintain!“ 


But, according to your judgment, Antinomian 
leaven, which ſets Moſcs at the foot of Jehovah the 
Saviour, is worſe than the open attacks of Socinianiſm, 


D 2 which 
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which debaſes him to the level of a creature, if not 
to that of a vile impoſtor. This leaven comes 
* under the guiſe of an angel of light, and is the 
e more dangerous.” In London, Sit, Antinomian- 
iſm is called black, rank, deviliſh, and damnable; 
and, if it bears thoſe dark colours, it cannot be com- 
pared to an angel of light, The legal preachers 
who brought. the Corinthians into bondage, who tried 
to devour them, took property of them, exalted them- 
ſelves againſt them, and ſmote them, either with the 
ſcourge of the tongue or the fiſt of wickedneſs, 
2 Cor. xi. 20. Paul calls minifters of Satan; and | 
ſays they were transformed into the likeneſs of the 
- miniſters of Chriſt, as Satan is into that of an angel 


of light, 2 Cor. xi. 13, 14. 


« Tt pretends to exalt the free and ſovereign grace of God, 
« to reduce the creature to nothing, and make God and 
« Chriſt all in all.” 


If Antinomianiſm does this, it is from God, and is 
certainly worthy of a better name. The doctrine that” 
exalts ſoverel ign grace lays the axe to the root of a proud 
legaliſt, lays his honour in the duſt, and makes God 
and Chriſt all in all, muſt be the pure Goſpel of 
Jeſus to all intents and purpoſes—and this you own, 
is right, But this, you ſay, © it pretends to do.“ 
If you can en either the doctrine or the life of 
ſuch an Antinomian, have at him, expoſe him, and 
down with him; but, if you cannot overthrow his 


doQrine, prove him a liar, nor condemi his life and 
walk, 
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walk, you muſtjudge of the tree by it's fruit, of his 
faith by his works, take your notions of his heart 
| by his conduct in life, and leave his-pretenfions, or 
ſincerity, to the Searcher of hearts, left you 0 
not 4 doer of the law, but a juage. 

Salvation conſiſts both of juſtification' and ſancti- 
fication, and both are promiſed: Thy children ſhall 
all be made righteous, the work of my hands; and, 
I am the Lord that ſanctiſieth you. And the Spirit 
of God, who reveals the righteouſneſs of Chriſt to 
faith, ſanctifies the believing ſoul; as it is written, 
But ye are ſan#ified, but ye are juſtified, in the name 
of the Lord Feſus, and by the Spirit of our God, 1 Cor. 
vi. 11. If any Antinomian denies ſanctification by 
the Spirit of God, he denies a bleſſed doctrine of 
the Bible; and the happineſs of the ſaint, which 
conſiſts of a ſtrong conſolation by the Spirit of holi- 
neſs: and, if he aſſerts, according to your charge, 
te that the holineſs of Chriſt is imputed to the be- 
« liever,” I think he makes uſe of an unſcriptural 
phraſe ; which I ſhall not take upon me to defend, 
for I am ſatisfied with ſpeaking as the oracles of God. 
do not remember ever to have read of impuied ſauc- 
tification: yet it muſt be allowed that the believer 
finds both righteouſneſs and fanctification in his 
Covenant Head; Chriſt is made of God unto us 
wiſdom, r!igh:ecu/ne/s, ſanFification, and redemp- 
tion. 


66 But, 
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« aw, and make it honourable, in their juſtification?” 


Wherever the grace of God appears, it teaches 
men to deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts; and to 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in the world. 
Gracious ſouls are not only zealous of good works, 
but careful to maintain them, for neceſſary uſes. 
We cannot ſhew our faith but by them. By our 
light ſhining before men, and by their perceiving 
the works of our faith, is our heavenly Father glo- 


black Antinomians. As for © imputed purification, 


Our purification, and zeal for good works, are the 


I do not underſtand this; nor do I remember that 
either the Promiſe or the Spirit is ever ſaid to be 


a great ranſom that delivered us. We had fol our- 
ſelves, and we were redeemed without money. We 
are bought with a price; and, when our bodies have 
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« But, is it not as much the deſign of the "= og 


« God in Chriſt Jeſus to purify a peculiar people, 
« of good works; as to juſtify them freely, and-m 


y the 


rified. This no good Antinomian will ever deny, 
though ſome who excel in theſe things are tiled 


ic and imputed zeal,” I never read of them before, 


effects of free grace, as much as our juſtification. 
« The promiſe of the Spirit being the fruit of 
« [Chriſt's] mediation, the purchaſe of his death,” 


purchaſed. We have deſtroyed ourſelves, and in ug 
Lord is our help, We were in captivity, and 


flept their time in the grave, and the redemption of 
| | the 
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the body appears, we ſhall then bear the name of a 
purchaſed poſſeſſion, which is called the redemption of 
the purchaſed poſſeſſion ; for the Lord's portion, inbe- 
ritante, or poſſeſſion, is his people; and this inheri- 
tance he bought, this poſſeſſion he purchaſed: but 
I never read that the Promiſe, or the Spirit, is N r 
bought or ſold. Chriſt ranſomed us from captix | 
and God gives us the Spirit of adoption. He 101 
deemed us om death, and God gives us the king- 
dom. 

« But, are not theſe bleſſings of juſtification and ſanctiſi- 
« cation, in their nature, eſſentially different? Is not the 
« one, as our Catechiſm very properly defines it, the act of 
«K God's free grace towards us; the other, of God's free 
« grace in us? Is not the one a compleat act, * 


« progreſlive work?“ 


Juſtification is God's a towards us, ſanctification 
the work of God's grace in us. I do not underſtand 
this diſtinction of 25 and work, nor do I believe it 
to be ſcriptural. We are juſtified by faith; and it 
is God who fulfils in us the good pleaſure of his will, * d 
and the work of faith with power. This is the work 
of God, that we believe on him whom he hath ſent. WE - - 
God brings his righteouſneſs near to the ſinner; he 1 
imputes it to him, and covers him with it. It is 
God that juſtifieth; and this he calls, not his a#, 
but his work : — Thy people alſo ſhall be all righteous; 
they foall inherit the land for ever; ; the branch of my 
planting, 
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Planting, the work of my —_ "Phat 1 may be Muy 
Fed. Ha. U 217. 


Is not the one a compleat act, the other a prof 


* work!“ 


believe all God's work is * a; nottihe 4 can be 
Ae to it, to make it more ſo; nor talen fre 
, to make it leſs ſo: and that the weakeſt 
lever who holds the Head is God's compleat 10. 
manſbib, and is compleat in Chriſt; though, as con- 
ſidered in the body, be hith not already attained, 
neither is he already perfect, (Phil. iii. 10.) becauſe 
Be bath not attained unto the r:ſurrettion & the dead, 
Phil. ii. 11. As to Sanctification being a prog efſice 
work, it is beſt to conſent to the wholeſome words 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, leſt we fet poor, weak be- 
hevers, to enquiring how long this progreflive work 
is to be on the wheels, what part is wrought of it, 
what meaſure of it is required, and how much re- 
mains to be done; and, like Sarah,. with her bond 
woman, they begin to forward the buſineſs by the 
works of the fleſh, inſtead of lying paſſive tobe 
worked on: He that believeth ſhall not make haſte— 
but he that haſteneth with bis feet, finnetb. 
We read of a growth in-grace and knowledge, of 
a building up on our moſt, holy faith, and of gu- 
ing up into Chriſt Jeſus, and that in all things. 
This growth ought to be enforced, withour limiting 
the work of ſanctification to a lingering progrels, 
We may warrantably aſſert, that ſanCtification, as 
| | well 
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well as juſtification, is God's work, and ſometimes 
aß inſtantaneous work. The thief on the croſs was 
juſtified, and made meet for paradiſe, in a few hours, 
If God.cuts ſhort his work in righteouſneſs, he does it 


in holineſs alſo: There ſhall be no more thence" an 


INFANT OF DAYS, nor an old man that hath not filled 
his days; for the child ſhall die an hundred years old, 
Iſa. xv. 20. Whom God calls he juſtifies, ſanCtifies, 
and defends: And he that is feeble among them at that 
day, is as David; and the bouſe of David as God, as 
the angel of the Lord before them, Zech. xi, 8. 
Theſe things will lead the babe in grace to be thank- 
ful for what God has done; and teach him to ſubmit 
to his ſovereign will, whether it be for a quick diſ- 


patch or a gradual progreſs. 


4 Few will deny the neceſſity of perſonal holineſs and 
good works; but there are many who, by their doctrine, 
« degrade both the one and the other, and brand thoſe with 
« legality who expteſs the leaſt concern about them.” 


If, by perſonal holineſs, you mean the indwelling 
of the Holy Ghoſt in believers, as well as Chriſt 
being made ſanfification to them in the purpoſe and 
covenant of God, you ſpeak right; but, if you mean 
any kind of holineſs, internal or external, which God 
is not the efficient cauſe or influence of, dt is ſomething 
in oppoſition to what is called true holineſs, which is 
either ceremonial « or conceited. It is beſt to leave the 

E word 


* 
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word perſonal out of the queſtion, leſt ignorant people 
deify themſelves, as there is none holy but the Loi; 
and call believers holy brethren, partakers of the 
heavenly calling, and of the Spirit of Chriſt; and fay, * 
that the bodies of God's ſaints are the temples of the 
Holy Ghoſt; as God hath ſaid, 7 zoill dell in tbemm 
and walk in them. And whoſoever denies this, either 
in heart, life, or doctrine, is a ſubject of the devil's 
kingdom; for, except a man be born again of the 
Holy Ghoſt, he cannot fee, much leſs enter into, 
the kingdom-of God. | 
Surely no good man, by his doctrine, «vill tera 
good works. Good works are things that are profitable | 
unto men; and, as ſelf is the main concern of moſt 
men, they ſeldom degrade thoſe by whom ſelf is 
profited. Every man is a friend to him that giveth 
gifts. But any faithful miniſter may degrade a mere 
pretender to good works, as the Saviour did the 
Phariſees: Whatſoever they bid you obſerve, that ob- 
ſerve and do; but do not after their works, for they 
ſay, and do not. If people are © branded with lega- 
« \jry for expreſſing any concern about good works,” 
it is to be feared that they are not ſo concerned to 
perform them as they are to expreſs them, Good 
works are never dumb, nor do they want a trumpeter. 
Many good works Chriſt ſhewed from his Father, 
and told the recipients of his mercies to conceal their 
benefits; but, the-more he charged them, the more 
they ſpread ix abroad. Good works will praiſe the 
workman 


* 
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workman in the gates, without obliging him to ſound 
his own trumpet, He has nothing to do but to go 
on with his works of faith and labours of love: all 
who partake of his benefits will bear witneſs of their 
benefactor's charity, even before the churches. He 
who degrades the works of faith is a daring rebel; 
and he that expreſſes a concern about them, and never 
performs, is a varniſhed hypocrite, 


« Tf any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature, Without 
« kolineſs no man ſhall fee the Lord. He that faith, © I know 
« him,” and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and 
« the truth is * him.“ 


Can any man be in favour, in covenant, and in 
union with Chriſt, and not be a new creature? And 
can any man be a new creature, and be without holi- 
neſs? And is there any other way of being ſanctified, 
or made holy, than by being made a partaker of 
Chriſt, who is our ſanctification; by the Spirit, who 
ſanctifies us; and by the word of truth? Sancti) 
them through thy truth; thy word is truth.” Does an 
external obſervation of, and conformity to, the letter 
of the law, perform this? Or, do the works of faith, 
labours of love, and patience of hope, ſpring from 
this new creation in Chriſt, and from the prolific and 
renewing operations of the Holy Ghoſt? It is God 
who creates us anew, ſanctifies us, and-works in us 


both to will and to do; and ſuch bone e as 
* . 


. 
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ſoon live in ſin, and without the performance of good 
works, as the Spirit of God can fail from the ele, 
or his covenant of promiſe be broken, which ſaith, 
T bey ſhall never ceaſe from yielding fruit, Jer. vi. 8. 
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He that faith, I know him,” and keepeth not his come 
« mandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” © 


1 It is neceſſary, Sir, to tell believers what you mean 
by his commandments : Whether you mean the letter 

of Myſes's law, which killeth, 2 Cor. iii. 6. Or whe- 
ther you mean tbe Father*s commandment by Chriſt, 
which is life everlaſting, John xii. 50. Becauſe there 

ö is a material difference between a legal command- 

ment and an endleſs life. Chriſt is not after the 

former, but after the latter: a prieſt, not after the 

low of a carnal commandment, but after the power of 
an endleſs life, Heb. vii. 16. This diſtinction, Sir, 
is neceſſary: for, though it be a truth, that he who Y 
ſaith, I know him, and keepeth not his command- 

ments, is a ilar, and the truth is not in him, 1 John, 

ii. 4.—ſo, on the other hand, he that ſubverts the 
ſoul of a believer, ſaying, Be circumciſed, and keep 
« the law of Moſes,” [is a liar alſo] for God gave 
bim no ſuch commandment, Acts xv. 24. 


= « And, in the laſt day, Chriſt declares he will ſay to all 
« ſuch, ©* Depart from me, I never knew you, ye workers 
„ of iniquity. Would any one of this complexion dare to 
« ſay, in that day, Lord, I knew that, if thou waſt pleaſed 

\",* « to 
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« to make me halyd] hould be ſoz and, if not, I could. ad 

« make myſelf ſo?” Or, © Lord, I thought thy holineſs 

« was imputed to thy believing people, and that none but 

« blind legaliſts were greatly concerned about perſonal holi- 

« neſs and good works ? Oh, with what ſhame will ſuch 
« wretches then appear! with what univerſal contempt will 
« they then be covered! Their mouths will be for ever 


« ſtopped; and their damnation, we have reaſon to fear, 
« 25 ſure, as it will appear to an aſſembled world awfully, 
« juſt !'? 


Before all theſe fall under the ſentence of damna-. 
tion, it will be neceſſary to examine whether the. 
trumpet has given a certain found, and the watch- 
man delivered his ſoul by a faithful warning : if not, 
the blood of theſe Antinomians will be required at 
the watchman's hand. Have you ſhewn them the 
ſpirituality of God's holy law, it's vaſt demands, the 
curſe of it, the perfection it requires, and the ne- 
ceſſity of fly ing from the wrath revealed in ic? Have 
you pointed out Chriſt, the Holy Ghoſt, and the 
Word, as the only ſanctification of ſaved ſouls? 
Have you pointed them to the atoning blood of 8 
Chriſt, living faith, Goſpel hope, efficacious grace, 
and an union with Chriſt, as the only way to obtain 
purity of heart and good works ?—Examine your 
Letter, reverend Sir; and, if you have not, the 
Antinomians, in their deſperate ſtage, ſpeak more 
cConſiſtent 
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confiſtent with the oracles of God than the watch- 
man himſelf; according to what you have put in 
their mouth—< Lord, I knew tha, if thou waſt 
« pleaſed to make me holy, I ſhould be fo, and, 
te if not, I could not make myſelf ſo.” This is 
truth: it is the Lord our God that ſanctiſies us. The 
Ethiopian cannot change his ſkin, nor the leopard 
his ſpots; no more can they, who are accuſtomed to 
do evil, do cood. The Phariſees made clean the 
outſide of the cup and platter, and appeared a nation 
pure in their own eyes, but they never were waſhed 
from their filthineſs; therefore publicans and harlots 
went into the kingdom of heaven before them. "If 
you drive them to the works of the fleſh, or to the 
works of che law, for holineſs, ſanQification, or good 
works, their ſin lies at your door. Who can ſay, 
« I have made my heart clean?” Can a corrupt tree 
bring forth good fruit? or, can a man ſanctify or 
purity himſelf? They tobe ſantify and purify tb em- 
ſelves, and tee that eat mice and fwines fleſh, ſhall 
beih te conſumed together, ſeiih the Lord, Ifa. Ix. 17. 


„ Lord, 1 thought that thy hclineſs was imputed to thy 
« believing people. 


'L If the Antinomian makes ſuch a reply as this, it 
| is to be feared that the preacher had run among them 
before he was ſent, and was no more than a letter- 
learned novice; for, if he had been à paſter accerding 


to God's on beert, he would have fed them with 
knowledge 


20 
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knowledge and underſtanding, Jer. iii. 15. and not 
have ſent them to the bar of God with ſuch an un- 
ſcriptural plea as this. Beſides, God hath promiſed, 
that if a man ſtand in his counſel, and cauſe the 
people to hear the word from his mouth, that he ſhall 
turn them from the error of their way, and fron the 
evil of their doings: but, if men thruſt themſclves 
into the office, they can only travel, and bring forth 
wind; for, how can it be expected thar they ſhould 
work any deliverance in the earth, when God ſays he 
is againſt thoſe who ſteal his word and adds, «© They 
« ſhall not profit the people at all?“ 


Lord, I thought thy holineſ: was imputed to thy believ= 
« ing people; and that none but blind legaliſts were greatly 
« concerned about perſonal holineſs and good works.” 


This 1s a farther confirmation of the ignorance 
both of the tuter and the pupil: for how could any 
man, properly inſtructed in the way of the Lord, 
ever have imagined that a blind legaliſt is a zealor 
for perſonal holineſs and good works, when the 
Scriptures declare that the legaliſt is under the law; 
has the veil upon his heart; is under the curſe; can- 
not pleaſe God; is in the fleſh; enmity itſeif; nor 
ſubject to the law of God, nor can be; a child of 
wrath; condemned already; who bids God depart 
from him, he deſires not the knowledge of his ways; 
is under the law; and the motions of ſin which are 
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by the law, work in his members to bring forth fruit 
unto death; twice dead, plucked up by the roots! 
A likely matter that ſuch a blind legaliſt ſhould be 
* concerned for perſonal holineſs and good works; 
when he knows not what the work of faith, labour 
. of love, or patience of hope, is; no, not the root 
they ſpring from, nor the grace that teaches them, 
the decree that ordains to them, the living Vine that 
produces them, nor the faith and love which ſend 
them forth! Such a blind legaliſt can only be zealous 
for dead works at moſt ; and we know that there can 
be no ſerving the living God, nor eſcaping his wrath 
and damnation, unleſs the conſcience be purged 
from them, Heb. ix. 14. 

You may well lament, Sir, but you have no room 
to marvel: for who can wonder at poor, fimple ſouls, 
being led away by theſe wretched Antinomians, 
when an old eſtabliſhed miniſter, the ſon of a mini- 
ſter, a maſter of arts, a maſter of a ſeminary of 
learning, a tutor of the prophets ſons, and a ſpiritual 
potter, who undertakes to fit veſſels of mercy for the 
Maſter's uſe, ſends forth to the churches of God, 
and the world at large, ſuch inconfiſtent, undigeſted, 
unconcotted, and unconneted—— What ſhall I 
call it? Gofpc]? God forbid! Law? By no means; 
it is nothing like it. —Ir is philoſophy and vain 
deceit, after the traditions of men, after the rudi- 
ments of the world, and not after Chriſt, Col. ii. 8. 


Pardon, reverend Sir, my plainneſs, as I have not 
" 8 handled 
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handled you in the like violent manner that. you did 
me at Briſtol ; but, indeed, you cannot lament more 
over the people's attachment to Antinomianiſm, 
than I marvel at your doctrine. But, why need I 
make an apology? A real lover of perſonal holineſs - 
and good works has, doubtleſs, learnt to do as he 
would be done unto; and can be no more offended 
at my plain dealing, than I was at the violent manner 
in which he dealt with me. | 


« They willingly lived in fan, and abuſed the Goſpel to the 

« purpoſes of their own licentious hearts, inſtead of uſing it 
« as the means of grace and holineſs. This, this will be the 
« awful ſubject and ground of their condemnation. They 
« will then ſee, that whatever they could or could not do, 
« they certainly could have done very differently from what 
« they did; and that they are juſtly condemned for not doing 
« it; their ſins not belonging to God, but themſelves.“ 


The man who willingly lives in fin, and abuſes 
the Goſpel to the purpoſes of his own licentious 
heart, inſtead of uſing it as the covenant of grace 
and diſpenſation of the Spirit, by which the grace of 


God, and the Spirit of inſpiration, cometh, muſt be 


one of the vileſt characters that ever exiſted, and his 
ſtate more deplorable than that of Heathens and 
Phariſees; and, dying ſo, he can never clcape the 
doleful regions of utter darkneſs, 
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« They will then ſee that they could have done very dif. 
« ferently from what they did, and will be condemned for 
4 not doing it.. 


For not doing what the law WM} the 9 
will fall under the curſe of it; and, as an oppoſer or 


abuſer of the Goſpel, after hearing it, he will un- 
doubtedly fall under the dreadful damnation de- 


nounced againſt hypocrites and unbelievers. No 
man in his ſenſes can ever charge his fins upon God. 
Evil cannot dwell with him. Far be it from God 
that he ſhould do wickedneſs, and from the Almighty 
that he ſhould commit iniquity, Job, xxxiv. 10. God 
cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he 
any man [to ſin. ] Though it be ſaid that he tempted 
Abraham, yet it was not to evil, but to a trial of his 
faith and love, when he commanded him to offer up 
his ſon for a burnt-offering, when he intended to 
accept the will for the deed, and receive him in a 


figure, but not in the fire. 


« Another poiſonous doctrine, tending to obſtruct the ge- 

. « nithe influence of the Goſpel, and to nouriſh a ſecret ſpirit 
« of licentiouſneſs, is this : That, as God's love to his people / 
« is from everlaſting, it muſt have exiſted when they were 
« ſunk in fin and ſenſuality, in as high a degree, and in the 
« fame manner, as it will when they are brought to glory ; 
« and that the ſins of believers, therefore, are no evidence at 


66 all of their not . intereſted in the love of God. This 
e ignorant, 
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ignorant, ſhocking doctrine, has been often openly main= 
« tained, and is ſtill oftener ſecretly infinuated ; and yet, 
« how glaring the abſurdity as well as impiety of it |” 


That God's love to his people is from everlaſting, 

cannot be denied; and did exiſt when they were ſunk 
in fin and ſenſuality moſt certainly : but what you 
mean by it's © exiſting in as high a degree, and in 
« the ſame manner, as it will when they are brought 
« to glory,” I do not underſtand. The Scriptures 
inform us that God is love, and that he is without 
variableneſs or ſhadow of turning; and Chriſt ſays, 
Thou haſt loved them as thou haſt loved me. But then 
it was in Chriſt Jeſus that he loved them, and choſe 
them: yea, he put them into his hands, and gave 
them life in him; on which account both he that 
ſanctiſieth, and they who are ſanctiſied, are both of one. 
He made us accepted in the Beloved; and loved us 
with an unalterable, unchangeable, and invariable 
love, in him, from everlaſting; and commended his 
love to us, in that, while we were ſinners, Chriſt died 
for us; when we were enemies, we were reconciled 
by the death of his Son; yea, when without ſtrength, 
Chriſt died for the ungodly. In this God is ſaid to 
commend his love toward us; and one would think 
that his love was manifeſted 1n the ſuperlative de- 
gree, when he ſent his Son, out of his own boſom, 
to die for us. 
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If God's love did exiſt ; in as high a degree when 
we were ſunk in fin and ſenſuality, as at any other 
time, it muſt be on the account of our being con- 
ſidered, in Chriſt, objects of God's love and choice, 
accepted in the Beloved: but, as conſidered in our- 
ſelves, we were by nature the children of wrath, even 
as others; aliens from the life of God, and enemies 
in our minds by wicked works; without God, and 
without hope, in the world; though, at the ſame 
time, preſerved in Chriſt Jeſus to future vocation, 
Nor could God take any pleaſure in us while in ſuch 
a ſtate, though he took notice of vs, and bid us live 
in our blood, till our breaſts were faſhioned, and our 
hair grown, Ezek. xvi. 6, 7. until the ſet time for 
our eſpouſals; at which time his ſkirt was ſpread 
over us, the covenant revealed, and we became his: 
his love was then perfected in vs; though, in Chriſt, 
it was perfect toward us from all eternity. 
If this be the meaning of the perſons you cenſure 
ſo highly, it does not appear to me to be an iniquity 
to be puniſhed by the Judge; bur, if you mean, 
they talk of God's love to them, and make a pro- 
feſſion of Chriſt, and yet live in fin and ſenſuality, 
they are not worth diſputing with, they declare their 
ſin as Sodom, the ſhew of their countenance wit- 
neſſeth againſt them, and every tender conſcience 


will ſhun them, as they would a fiery flying ſer- 


pent. OG: 
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« And that the ſins of believers, therefore, are no evidence 
« at all of their not being intereſted in the love of God; 
* This ignorant, ſhocking doctrine, has been often openly 
« maintained, and is oftener ſecretly inſinuated; and yet, 
« how glaring the abſurdity, as well as impiety, of it!“ 


If, by the fins of believers, you mean the old man; 
the body of fin, under which Paul, and all the chil- 
dren of God, have more or leſs ever groaned, being 
burdened with them; this is no evident token per- 
dition, but rather of ſalvation, and that of God. 
The keen ſenſations they have of their own corrup- 
tion is a proof of their being quickened : they muſt 
be enlightened to ſes, quickened to feel, and raiſed 
to hope, before they will groan for. deliverance. 
I hope, Sir, you are not a fleſply perfeFioniſt? Who 
can ſay, I hive made my heart clean, I am pure 
« from indwelling fin?” There is not a juſt man 
upon earth that doeth good, and ſinneth not in 
thought, word, or deed. If we ſay we have no fin, 
we deceive ourſelves, and the truth is not in us. 
In many things we offend all, Mr. Eyans himſelf 
not excepted. The corruption that works in areal 
believer's heart is no evidence againſt his intereſt in 


the love of God; but, contrariwiſe, the ſtruggles of 


the old man ſhew the reſiſtance of the new, The 
Shulamite felt the combat before ſhe was called a 


Company of two Armies. Rebekah felt a conteſt 
before 


4 
— . 
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before ſhe was informed of the two nations. But, 
if you mean a courſe of ſinning, under a profeſſion 


of the faith, being no evidence againſt an intereſt in 
the love of God, it is a ſufficient proof that they are 


ſtrangers to Jeſus, who bears that name becauſe he 
faves his people from their fins. You ſhould have 
enquired whether they mean the old man of ſin 

| dwelling in them, or a courſe of ſinning practiſed 
by them, is no evidence againſt their intereſt in the 
love of God; or elſe you- might have repreſented 
Paul (from his own confeſſions) in as bad a light as 
you have done theſe. 


« What is the object of God's electing love, but the com- 
« munication of holineſs and happineſs? Are not the elect 
« ſpoken of as elected through ſanctification of the Spirit 
ON. « ynto obedience, and that they may be conformed to the 


$ tj mage of their Saviour?“ 


The firſt object of God's election was Chriſt; and 
= n him the elect were choſen, ſanctified, or ſet apart; 
| 0 for both he that ſanctiffeth, aud they who are ſan#ified, 
| 8 are all of one. And to theſe choſen ſouls the word 
and the Spirit always come in power. As for me, 
« this is my covenant with them,” faith the Lord: 
"66 my Spirit, that 1s upon thee, and my words, 
« which I have put in thy mouth, ſhall not depart 
te out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy 


« ſeed, nor out of the mouth of thy ſeed's { 
_ faith 


Tu 2 - 
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Gith the Lord, © from henceforth, and for ever.“ 


T/a-lix. 21. This powerful application of the word 


by the Spirit manifeſts God's choice of them in eter- 
nity, and is a chuſing them out of the world in time; 


and their election is made known, both to themſelves _ 


and others, by this ſanctification of the Spirit, and 
their obedience to the faith; faith being a fruit of the 
Spirit, and the Spirit of grace making them obedient 


to the faith. Thoſe whom God has predeſtinated to 


the adoption of ſons receive the Spirit of adoption in 
time, are brought into the bonds of the everlaſting 
covenant, and conformed to the image of the ſe- 
cond Adam. N | | 


« How can we argue that, becauſe God, of his free love, 
determined to make his choſen people holy, that aur being 
« manifeſtly and prevailingly unholy, and having never ex- 
= perienced nor evidenced an inward divine chalife, is os 
« proof at all that we are not intereſted in this love ?” 


If either you, or thoſe you accuſe, are manifeſtly 


and prevailingly unholy, and never did experience 
nor evidence any inward divine change, neither you 


nor they can be in a ſtate of ſalvation. If God turn 
a man from Satan to himſelf, and from diſobedience 


wed. 


to the wiſdom of the juſt, and inwardly renew him 
in the ſpirit of his mind, it is that he may be holy, 


and without blame, before him in love. Without 
this inward change of heart, and a life conſiſtent with 
oF it, 
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It, a man can have no evidence of God's love to big 
ſoul; nor can he know either love or hatred" by "all 
that is before him, Eccleſ. IX. 4. 


Ge Or, how can I poſſibly Wa any evidence of this love 


« until I am made a partaker of the fruits of it 2” 


It might have been rendered thus: © How can I 
te prove my election, or predeſtination to the adop- 
“ tion of ſons, without being made a partaker of the 
« Spirit of adoption? Becauſe ye are ſons, God hath 
« ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into your heart, cry» 
& ing, Abba, Father, Gal. iv. 6. And how can] 
« prove that I am a partaker of the Holy Ghoſh, 
&« without evidencing it by the fruits of the Spirit; 
ce the firſt fruit of which is love; the ſecond, joy 
| « peace, &c.” But, if you will have it ſtand as yo 
. have 33 ir, you never can poſſibly have any 
evidence of this love until you are, not only a par- 
| taker of the fruits of it, but until vou manifeſt the 
ſame to the church of God, by fearing his name, 
hating covetouſneſs, loving your neighbour as your- 
ſelf, giving one coat of the two to him that has none, 
cloathing the naked, feeding the hungry, and re- 
ceiving the poor home to your houſe: and, if you 
can find bread without it, in taking the overſight 
of a flock, not by conſtraint, but willingly; not for 
filthy lucre, bur of a ready mind. But if, on the 
other hand, I find a man who ſhews the lealt ſign af 


avariciouſneſs; if fond of money; if, like the Ante 
 diluviany 
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diluvian profeſſors, he will marry a daughter of Cain 
for luſt, beauty, or an independency of God; and is 
buſy in gathering together and heaping up- am at 
once convinced that his truſt is in uncertain riches; 
the root of all evil is ſtill in his heart; Mammon is 
his maſter; where his treaſure is, there is his heart: 
the friendſhip of the world is in the man; he is an 
enemy to God, and firſt couſin to Simon Magus. 
He may ſay, Go, be ye warmed;” but he loveth 
only in word, not in deed, nor in truth; and how 
dwelleth the love of God in him? | 


« The diſtinction which has been fo ably illuſtrated and 
« defended by our brother Hall, ſen. in his excellent publi- 
« cation intituled, Help to Zion's Travellers, bet wixt the 
u natural and the ſovereign love of God, is of more import- 
« ance than many imagine. 


Is this diſtinction infiſted on in any part Stay * 
Writ? or is it a new doctrine coined at Athens, ſo 
famous for hearing and telling ſome new thing? 

Cod loves the ftranger, in giving him food and raiment; 

lets his ſun riſe on the evil and the good, and ſend- 

eth rain upon the juſt and unjuſt: they are all ſop- 

plied by the bounty of his hand, and ſupported by 

his power; bis kindneſs extends to the unthankful *- 

and the evil; and his mercy (faith the Pſalmiſt) is 

over all his works. But, is the ſovereign love of 

God unnatural to God, Who is love? or, does the 
8 natural 
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natural love of God act without divine ſovereignty? 
1 trow not; for 1 think divine ſovereignty is dif. 
played in all that he does; it is ſeen in every part of 
his dominions and government, whether it reſpects 


his kingdom of glory, grace, providence, or power, 
in heaven, earth, or hell. God always acts and 


works as a ſovereign: he creates and deſtroys, 
chuſes and refuſes, loves and hates, as 4 ſovereign, 
His ſovereignty is deeply ſtamped upon all theſe 
things; and into which we muſt reſolve what we 
cannot account for, unleſs we would act as the 
Arminian does—debaſe him to a level with our- 
ſelves, diveſt him of ſovereignty, cite him at the bar 
of carnal reaſon, call for an account of his matters, 
and contemn both his counſel and him that we may 
be righteous. The divine nature muſt accompany 
ſovelkign love, and ſovereignty muſt attend natural 
love, if with propriety it may be ſo called. 


«, 
* 


„ The natural love of God can only have for it's object 
4 that which is agreeable to the nature and perfeQtions of 
« God, as the moſt excellent, the beſt of beings.” 


Then this natural love can * no objects to fi 
on but the ele angels, and the ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfect; for they come neareſt to the nature 
and perfections of God of any. God loveth the 


ſtranger, in giving him food and raiment: he loved 


Iſrael, and called him out of Egypt; but not with 
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this natural love, for there was no more in Iſrael 
agreeable to the nature and e 


there was in r 


The Evereignt love of God is the direction of his natu- 


« ral love of mercy, bene beneFlence, and compaſſion; in ſuch a 
« manner, to ſuch objects, and for the accompliſhment of 


6 ſuch purpoſes, as his infinite yiſdom may beſt approve.” 


Sovereign love directs natural love; the love of 
ſovereignty directs the love of nature, or the love that 
is natural, Love that is purely natural, or flows 
purely from nature, generally runs with a -rapid 
current; and ſo it muſt in God, who is love; yet 
ſovereignty appears in it, But, why /ove ſhould di- 
rect love, or ſovereign love direct natural Jove, I 
know not Theſe are things which I do not under- 
ſtand; they are too high for me, I cannot attain 
unto them: nor did you, Sir, get them of Gut upon 
your knees; they were not obtained in anſwer to 
prayer. Were you to receive the word at God's mouth, 
you would be better underſtood. 


« The one may have the worſt of ſinners for the objects 
« of it, but the other can ONLY delight in ſuch as are trans- 


formed into the divine image.“ ST 


Sovereign love may have the worſt of ſinners for 


the objects of it. Bleſſed be God, then, for this ſort 
of love; and blefied be God for a comfortable fore- 
G 2 | taſte, 


_ 
* 
* 
| 4 
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| taſte, and a moſt ſure part and lot in it, for this is 
unchangeable and everlaſting# If the worſt of finhers 
may be the objects of ſovereign love, what love is 
the moraliſt entitled to? And if natural love be con- 
fined to the heavenly inhabitants, who are the moſt 
holy; and ſovereign love to the worlt of finners; 
what love is that which hath the ſtranger for it's 
object, in glving him food and raiment? Natural 
| e love can only deligbt in ſuch as are transformed 
5 « into his own image.” So the everlaſting love of 
God fixed on the ele& in Chrift Jeſus, who made 
them acceptable in the Beloved, and draws them to 
Chriſt in time, is not natural, nor can he delight in 
them, either as conſidered in Chriſt or in covenantz 
though J think God can delight in them as con- 
ſidered in Chriſt, even before they are transformed into 
his image, notwithſtanding you ſay he cannot. Thou 
ſhalt no more be termed Forſaken, neither ſhall thy land 
any more be termed Dęſolate; but thou ſhalt be called 
Hephzi-bah, [My delight is in her] and thy land | 
Beulah: [Married] for the Lord DELIGHTETH in 
thee, and thy land fha!l be married, lia. Ixii. 4. 
Here is delight before wedlock, and, conſequently, 
before regeneration, or transforming anew. The 
Lord had à delight in thy fathers, to love them, 
Deut. x. 15. It is this way of arguing, not con- 


ſenting to the wholeſome words of our Lord Jeſus 


_ Chriſt, nor ſpeaking as the oracles of God, that has 
over-run 
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over - run the world with ſo many Arians, Socinlihs, 
Deiſts and Devils, as now exiſt in it, God tells the 


preacher to ſtand in his counſel, ſpeak as his oracles, 
and cauſe the finner to hear the word from his mouth. 


« Or we may call the one a love of compaſſion and bene- 
« yolence, leading the great Cod to ſhew compaſſion te 
« ſinners, and particularly if making them, holy in and by 
« his bleſſed Goſpel and Spirit, in order to their being happy; 
« and the other a love of complacency, as made holy, and 
thereby happy.” | | | 


It is, doubtleſs, a wonderful — 4 80 ö 
that there are ſuch learned men in it, who can find 


out the Almighty to perfection; dive into the various 
affections of his heart; divide and ſubdivide him; 
and tell mankind how many forts of love he poſſeſſes; 
which of theſe loves it is that LEA DS the great God; 
what objects he can, and what creatures he cannot, 
delight in. | 


« The one is a love of compaſſion, leading God; the other 
of complacency, delighting in them.“ 


The firſt a forerunner, the latter a ſatisfaction 
ariſing in the mind on viewing ſome action worthy 


of his approbation. I believe God loved his people, 


as choſen in Chriſt, from everlaſting; made them 
accepted in the Beloved; viewed them compleat in 
him, as their -ovenant head; commended his love to 

| us 


1 


. . 
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us in the death *1 him; and doth perfect his love i in 
us when he draws us to Chriſt, and unites our ſouls 
in the bond of love to him. Such ſouls were the 
objects of his love and delight, as conſidered in Chriſt, 
from eternity, though by natuge they were the chils 
dren of wrath, even as others; fur Chriſt himſelf was 
the beloved Son of the Father; and his Son in truth 
and love, even whea all the waves and billows of his 
wrath went over his head.” 1f Hephei-bah was the 
Lord's delight before her eſpouſals; if he calls them 
his ſons and daughters before the North and South 
give them up; and, if he made them accepted 1 in the 


- Beloved, and viewed them compleat in him; it muſt 
| tbe ſomething like a love of complacency and delight 


From firſt to laſt, God ſees no fin in Jacob, the Ever- 
laſting Father; nor perverſeneſs in Iſrael, as they 
ſtand in him. They ſit in heavenly places in Chriſt, 
and are without fault in him even before the throne; 
though, as conſidered in themſelves fallen creatures, 
it is otherwiſe, 


All men ſhare, in a great degree, in the one; but none 

& cart have any evidence of their intereſt in the other, but 
,« ſuch as have the divine image and ſuperſcription upon * 
4 them. By their fruits alone can we know them,” | 


All men bare, in a great degree, in ſovereign lovez 
but none can have any evidence of their intereſt in 
natural love, but ſuch as have the divine image and 

ſuperſcription 


x * ö | | 0 * 
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ſuperſcription on them, I think the Scriptures entail | 
ſovereign love upon the a8 : have loved thee, 
« and not caſt thee away,” as he had done others. 
« When thou waſt in thy blood, in the open fielg, 
cc neither ſuppled nor ſwaddled, - 7 paſſed by thee, 
'& and thy time was the time of love. I ſpread my 
4 ſkirt over thee, and Covered thy nakedneſs : . I 
ce ſware unto thee, I entered into covenant with 


cc thee,” faith the Lord God, and thou becameſt RE 


* mine.” Exzek. xvi. B. Nor do all men ſhare, in a 
great degree, in this ſovereign love: © Jacob have I 


e loved, but Eſau have I hated.” And Truth hath ' 


told us that the reprobate, which is the greateſt num- 
ber, and the bond woman's family, who hath many 
more children than the married wife, have no part 


or lot in his ſovereign and eternal love; for they are 


to be called, not great ſharers in his love, bur the 
people of his wrath, againſt whom he hath indigna- 


tion for ever. 


We may as well put theſe two 2 together. ; 


We will call this natural love the love of God, or 
divine love, flowing from God, who is a divine Per- 
ſon, Heb. i. 3. and then inſiſt, that this love is 


ſovereign and free: © Jaceb have I loved, but not 


© Eſau,—T will heal their backſlidings, 7 will love 
* them freely.” God, as a maſter, loves the ſervant, 
in giving him food and raiment ; but ſays, he ſhall 
not abide in the houſe ever: _ as a father, he 


loves 1 


* 


FP 
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loves the ſon and heir with an everlaſting love; and 
ſays, he ſhall abide for ever. This is ſettling the 
matter much better than talking of two loves, ſove- 
reign and natural; and of the one having the worſt, 
of ſinners for it's object; the other the family of 
heaven, which is perfect; — o we ſer ſome people 
to enquiring what love falls to the moraliſt, and what 
to the ſtranger; and ſo multiply loves till we fairly 
bewilder ourſelves. We may, however, fafely affirm, 
that no man can have any evidence, much leſs aſſur- 
ance, of a part in this divine, ſovereign, everlaſting, 
and invariable love of God, until it be ſhed abroad 
in his heart by the Holy Ghoſt given unto him. 


© But, the worſt of all errors in the Antinomian hereſy is 
- < ſetting aſide the law as a rule of life.” | 


We have read, in this Epiſtle, of Socinians tramp- 
ling on the Lord's divinity, and making him a mere 
creature; of ſome debaſing and disfiguring the 
Goſpel; of their abuſing it to their own vile and baſe 
purpoſes; and of ripening themſelves for an awful 

condemnation thereby: but neither denying the 
Saviour's Godhead, nor debaſing and disfiguring 
the Goſpel, is materially a crime or error when com- 
pared to this. The letter of the law goes beyond, 
and is more valuable than either the divinity of the 
Lawgiver, the grace of G.d, or the diſpenſation of 
the holy Spirit—for the worſt of all errors is ſe ting 
aſide the law as à rule of life. Before theſe worlt of 
heretics 


* | 
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heretics are conũgned to perdition, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to enquire whether theſe fix words the, Jaw 

the, rule, of, life—be i in reality the great $hi33oleth 
of the Goſpel; on the confidence, or rather the con- 
feſſion of which, hangs the everlaſting woe or wel- 
fare of immortal ſouls, This error is the worſt of 
hereſies; conſequently, the advancers of it are the 
worſt of heretics; and an heretic, after the firſt or 
ſecond admonition, is to be rejefled; for be is ſub- 
verted, and ſinneth, being condemned of himſelf. Some 
have been ſaved without ever hearing a ſermon from 
this natural text; witneſs the thief upon the croſs, 
and all others who have ever been enabled by grace 
to believe: He that believeth ſhall be ſaved, and be 
that believeth not ſhall be damned, Mark xvi. 16. 
If he that believes ſhall be ſaved in the Lord with 
an everlaſting ſalvation, and ſhall not be aſhamed 
nor confounded world without end, Ja. xlv. 17. 
faith certainly is the only rule by which a man can 
obtain ſalvation. He that believes, faith the Saviour, 
bath life; then, without all contradiction, faith is the 
rule of life. We walk by faith, not by fight, ſaith the 
Apoſtle: then certainly faith is the rule of walk. 

] hve by the faich of the Son of God,” ſays Paul: 
then, without controverſy, faith in Chriſt was the 
rule by which he lived. *The law is not of faith, 
ſays God: of works it treats, and for works it calls; 
and © they that are of the works of the law are un- 
eder the curſe,” for it is the miniſtration of death, 

| « N Then, 
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Then, to the legal workmonger, it will be the rule | 
of death, inſtead of life: © For the law which was 
&' ordained unto life I found to be unto death, ” 
He who believes 1s juſtified Trom all things, and 
obtains juſtification unto life: then believing is the 
rule by which he obtains life; and grace provides 
that rule, and enables him to obey the ſame. We 
| have received. grace for obedience unto the faith, 
If it be true that he who believes ſhall be ſaved, but 
he that believes not ſhall be damned; I think the 
grand hinge of the Goſpel is Faith. It matters nat 
whether a man can ſay, the law is the rule of life, 
but whether he believes with the heart unto righte- 
ouſneſs, and makes confeſſion with the tongue unto . 
vation. And if it be true, what the Scriptures aſſert, 
that he who helieves is juſtified; hath everlaſting 
life already; is to walk by faith, live by faith, work 
by faith, or produce the works of faith and labours 
of love; to believe to the ſaving of his ſoul; be 
faithful unto death; and that Chriſt will give lim 
the crown of life, as he did to Paul, who fought a 
good fight, finiſhed his courſe, and kept the faith 
how can ſuch a believer be ſaid to hold, by adhering 
to the doctrine of the Saviour, the worſt of hereſies, 
and be the worlt of heretics, when God declares that 
all ſhall be damned Exceer ſuch believers? | 
Nor are your fix words—the, law, the, rule, of," 
liſe—the grand hinge of the law; for the weightier 
| matters 
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matters of the law are judgment and the love of God. 
The law requires ſtrict juſtice between man and man 
but nothing ſhort of the grace and fear of God will 
make our officers peace, and_our exattors righteouſneſs. 
The law requires love to God and man—the Goſpel 
gives it: © I will circumciſe their hearts to love me, 
« that they may live;” and we are taught of God 
to love one another. He that loveth dwelleth in 
« God, and God in him;” and he ſhall be ſaved, for 
« charity never faileth.“ But, © he that loveth not, 
* knoweth not God—and ſhall be puniſhed wich 
« everlaſting deſtruction from the N of the 
% Lord, and from the glory of his power.” | 
Nor is the Law once called the believer's rule of 
life: if it was, I ſhould certainly enforce it as ſuch; 
as it is the deſire of my ſoul, and prayer to God alſo, 
that I may declare the whole counſel of God. Some 
in old time, which were certain of the ſef? of the 
Phariſees, roſe up, ſaying that it was needful to cir- 
cumciſe the brethren, and command them to keep the 
law of Moſes, Acts xv. 5.—but they were ſaid to 
tempt God, in putting a yoke upon the neck of the 
diſciples, A&s xv. 10,——and it is expreſsly affirmed 
that God gave them no ſuch commandment. | And 
I will boldly venture to affirm, and appeal-to your 
own conſcience for the truth of it, that God never 
gave you any ſuch commandment; that he never 
put ſuch words into your mouth, ner bid you go and 
ſpeak thus, Numb. xx. 16. 
H 2 Pray, 
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Pray, what do you mean by ſe/ting aſide the law? 
Does preaching the faith of Chriſt make void the 
law ? Does not the doctrine of faith ſet forth Chriſt 


aàãs the end of the law for righteouſneſs to every one 


that believeth ; and that the righteouſneſs of the law 
is fulfilled in them who walk, not after the fleſn, 
But after the Spirit? And, what would you have 


more than the righteouſneſs of the law fulfilled ?—= 


fulfilled by Chriſt himſelf, and fulfilled in the be- 
liever by God? Does not the faith of Chriſt eſtabliſh 
the law, as magnified and made honourable in the 
heart of the Mediator? And is not the teſtimony 
bound, the law ſealed, in the heart of every real 
diſciple? If faith eſtabliſh the magnified law in the 
heart of the Saviour, and the righteouſneſs of it is 
fulfilled in the ſpiritual man, the doctrine of faith 
can never /et it aſide. Pray, how have you eſta- 
bliſhed the law?—In no ſenſe whatſoever. You 
have told us that © the law is magnified and made 
tc honourable in our juſtification 3” but I rather 
think the law was magnified and made honourable 
by the perfect obedience of Chriſt; God was well 
pleaſed for his righteouſneſs ſake. But the obedi- 
ence of the Saviour is one thing, and God's work 
of imputation is another. By Chriſt was this righte- 
ouſneſs wrought out and brought in; to me it is 
imputed, and becomes mine. By the former the 
law was magnified and made honourable; by the 


latter the righteouſneſs of the law is fulfilled in me. 
The 
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The former was Chriſt's work; the latter is the Fa- 
ther's. The firſt was compleated y the Saviour; 
the latter fulfilled in me. This is one branch of 
your eſtabliſhment of the law; and the ſecond is 
like unto 1t. in 

cc The Law is the Rule of Life. ” 1 RIG 
What law? Ts it the law of truth that was with 
Levi? Mal. ii. 6. The law of kindneſs? Prov. 
xxxi. 26. The perfect law of liberty? James i. 25; 
The law of faith? Rom. iii. 27. The lam of life? 
Prov. xiii. 14. The law of the Spirit in Chrift Feſus, 
which makes us free from the law of fin and death ? 
Rom. viii. 2. Or, is it the law of Moſes? If you 
ſay, © Yea, it is the law of Moſes that the believer 
& js under, as his rule of life;” then he is juſt where 
he was before; the old yoke is on him; he is neither 
redeemed from it nor delivered from it; he is undet 
wrath, and in bondage; and Moſes accuſes him ſtill. 
But, if you reply, Nay, but he is under Moſes's 
ce law to Chriſt;”” then Moſes is the ſaint's only law- 
giver, and Chriſt is his ſecond maſter; though the 
believer is to call no man Maſter, for one is his 
Maſter, even Chriſt. We know that the Galatians 
went to the Law, to perfect by their life what God 
had begun by his Spirit : but they were not miniſters 
of Chriſt who ſent them there; nor did that per- 
ſuaſion come from him' that called them. Nor does 
this doctrine of yours come from him that called me; 
nor do J believe that you ever got much of your 
doctrine 
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doctrine or teaching from God's mouth; if you had; 
we ſhould have had leſs of We, Shall we, and Shall 
not wwe. When a man has a believing view of Chriſt, 
he leaves Ve behind; ke never brings ſuch a ſtink- 
ing ſavour of the fleſh away with him: F any man 
come unt me, and hate not his own life, he cannot be 
my diſciple. Does the pronunciation of theſe ſia 
words, the law the rule of life, eſtabliſh the law? 
Not according to the Scriptures, for I do not find 
ſuch a text in them. If this be eſtabliſhing the law, 
then every blind-guide in the world who has got 
Moſes's velf on his heart eftabliſhes it, for he knows 
nothing elie; and every bond child has it eſtabliſhed 
in his heart alſo, for he adheres to nothing elſe, 
Both the blind leader and the blind led will tell you 
that the law is their rule of life, and that they ex- 
pect life and ſalvation by the works of it, and no 
other way; for this is the way that ſeems right ro 
them; the other is too high for a fool: The way of 
life is above to the wiſe, that he may depart from bell 
beneath. 

The law and the prophets were until Jobn; finct 
that time the kingdem of Ged. is preached. Which 
kingdom ſtandeth not in the letter of the law; nor 
is a real preacher of the kingdom a miniſter of the 
letter, but of the Spirit: nor does the kingdom 
ſtand in word, but in power, in righteouſneſs, peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. The law was given by 
Moſes, but grace and truth came by Jeſus Chrijt=s 
Grace 


> 
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Grace to deliver us from the old yoke, that we might 
not be under the law, but under grace—and 7 euch 


to make us free from the bondage of the law, and 
from the fear of death. Receive the truth, and the: 
truth ſhall make you free ; and, if the Son makes us 


free, then are we free indeed. And ſuch are cau- 


tioned againſt legaliſts, and counſelled to ſtand faſt 


in their liberty, and not be again entangled with the 
yoke of bondage. And need enough there is of this 
caution and counſel, when there are ſo many elder 
ſons wwho never at any time tranſgreſſed the command. 
ment; envying the kid, the kiſs, the ring, the ſhoes, 
the robe, and the mulic and dancing, of the con- 
verted prodigals. 

« Hearken unto me,“ ſaith the Lord, «my peo- 
« ple; give ear unto me, O my nation! for a law 
« ſhall proceed from me, and I will make my judg- 


« ment to reſt for a light of the people. My- 


« righteouſneſs is near, my ſalvation is gone forth.” 
Ja. li. 4. Pray, what law is this? Is it the law of 
Moſes? No; that was in being long before. What, 
then, is this law that was to proceed from the Saviour? 


The Saviour was to bring forth judgment unto vic- . 


tory, and the iſles were to wait for bis law. This 
teſtimony was to be bound up, this law to be ſealed 
among the Lord's diſciples: they were to be called 
a people in whoſe heart is God's law; and, having 
this law in their hearts, none of their ſteps are to 
fide, This law. is called the Lord's Judgment, 
which 


. 
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which is to reſ for a light of the people. But, is this 
light the law of Moſes, which was a light to the 
feet and a Jamp to the path of Old Teſtament ſaints? 
Or, is it the law of faith; the miniſtration of the 
| f Spirit, who is the Spirit of Burning; the cloven 
Tongue of Fire, that conſumes the love of ſin, and 
| brings ſalvation from the guilt and reign of it? Is 
this law the ſmoating furnace, or the burning lamp? 
Gen. xv. 17. Is it the law which is the lamp with- 
out oil, that every bond child and hypocrite takes? 
(for God doth not work miracles, nor miniſter the 
Spirit, by the works of the law, Gal. iii. 5.) Or, is 
it the law of faith, zwhich reveals God's righteouſneſs 
as the light, and bis ſalvation as a lamp that burneth? 
Iſa. Ixii. 1. This is the lamp, Sir; and this lamp 
you muſt have in your heart, otherwiſe your lamp 
will go out with a ſtench, and the veſſel be conſigned 
to everlaſting darkneſs, notwithſtanding your outery 
for holineſs, and repreſenting others as Antinomi- 
ans.—Outcry, I ſay; for I hear of no outery from 

| your good works themſelves. 
| Twiee the Holy Ghoſt has mentioned the believ- 
| er's rule of walk: Let us walk by the ſame rule, 
| Phil. iii. 16. And as many as walk according to this 
rule, mercy on them, and peace, and upon the Iſrael of 
God, Gal. vi. 16. And I defy you, and all the di- 
vines in the world, to prove that the Holy Ghoſt 
means the law in either of theſe places; yea, he ex- 


cludes it from the rule in both chapters. However, 
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God hath promiſed merey and peace upon every 
Iſraelite who. walks according to that rule: and he 
ſhall enjoy it who thus walks, though he be called 
the worſt of heretics; and he who walks not accor- 
ding to that rule ſhall be damned, though he ſhould 
bring a thouſand rules of his own. 


«. Some of them blend we ad Re the per- 
« miſſiye and preceptive will of God; by which means they 
e really throw all ſin, if they purſue the principle, from 
— | 


This is another new- - fangled morſe] from Athens. 
do not read the words permiffive will in the Bible; 
nor the word permit, with it's relatives, more than 
five times throughout the Scriptures : © I ſpeak this 
« by permiſſion, not by commandment, 1 Cor. vii. 6. 
e] truſt to tarry a while, if God permit, 1 Cor. xvi. 7. 
« And this will we do, if God permit, Heb. vi. 3. 
« Agrippa ſaid, Thou art permitted to ſpeak, As 
© xxvi. 1. But it is not permitted to a woman to 
« ſpeak, 1 Cor. xiv. 34.” But, what is permiſive 
will? If this new-coined word is brought in to 
ſer forth the entrance of fin into the world, the 
havock it has made, the evil it has done, and the 
legions it has deceived and deſtroyed; we can make 
a ſhifc without it, and adapt a ſcriptural phraſe which 
is more proper; leſt we begin to multiply wil Ls, as 
well as Loves, The word ſuffer will do; call it, 

I ; therefore, 
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therefore, the ſufferance of God: We alſo are men of 
like paſſions with you; and preach unto you, that ye 
ſhould turn from the/z vanities unto the living God, 
which made heavens and earth, and the fea,” and all 
things that are therein : who in times paſt SUrFERED 
all nations to walk in their own ways, Acts xiv. 15, 
16.— Aud about the time of forty years SUFFERED he 
their manners in the wilderneſs, &c. Chap. xiii. 18. 
Pupils may well confound permiſſive and preceptive 
will, if the tutor confounds his difciples with a 
multiplicity of loves and wills,” brought in by human 
wiſdom, and uſed by thoſe who are wiſe above what 
is written, God's preceptive will, or rather God's 
will of commandments, has reſpect to God as a 
maſter: If I am a maſter, where is my fear? ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts unto you, O prieſts! Mal. 1. 6. T his 
maſter's will of commandments is given to the bond 
woman and her children, who are in a ſtate of ſer- 
vitude; and all who are under this yoke are ſervants, 
And to the law, and what was written therein, the 
Saviour, in his days, always ſent every ſelf-important 
enquirer, as to his proper rule, with a—< What is 
« written in the law? How readeſt thou? If thou 
* wilt enter into life, keep the commandments; 
&« [that 1s thy rule of life.] This do, and thou ſhalt 
“ live, —He that diih thoſe things ſhall live in them.” 
This is the Divine Maſter's will concerning the ſer- 
vant, and is the ſervant's rule of life, and for life; 
and a dreadſul yoke it is, whether he feel the galling 


weight 
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weight of it or not; and under this he mult for ever 


remain, unleſs God work in him the good pleaſure of | 


his will, and the work of faith with power: which 


will in Chriſt is the eaſier yoke and lighter burden; 


and, when revealed, the caſe is altered. This good 


pleaſure flows from our heavenly Father's will of 
purpoſe, and promiſe in Chriſt Jeſus; and to ſuch 
God ſpeaks on this wiſe—{f I am a Father, where is 
mine honour? ſaith" the Lord, Mal. i. 6. And again, 
Thou ſhalt call me, My Father, [not, My Maſter] 
and ſhalt not turn away from me, Jer. iii. 19. Such 
are redeemed from under the law, that they may 
receive the adoption of ſons; and, becauſe they are 
ſons, God hath ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into 
their hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Yherefore, thou 
art NO MORE A ſervant, but a ſon; and, if a ſon, then 
an heir of God through Ch. iſt, Gal. iv. 5, 6, 7. 
Thus the ſon is no more a ſervant: © He all call 
« me, My Father,” ſays God. A free fon he. is, 
and an heir of God: and you may entangle him 
with the legal yoke of bondage again, if you can, 
but he never ſhall be a bond ſervant; for, as ſoon ag 
God's free Spirit operates on him, vour yoke, like 
Sampſon's cords, will fly like tow ; he will leap like 
a bart; and be more like a hind ler looſe, (Gen. xlix. 
21.) than a fool in the correction of the ſtgcks, 
(Prov. vii. 22.) or a criminal in the cords of bis 
ſins, Prov. v. 22. 


I 2 « Men 


_B 
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Men that blend together and confound the permiſſive 
& and preceptive will of God, throw all fin, if they party 
« the principle, from themſelves upon God.“ 


If men blend or . the ſufferance of God, 
in ſuffering the entry and reign of fin, with his law 
of commandments, they throw all fin from them 
ſelves upon God.“ That God ſuffered the entrance 
of ſin is clear, becauſe ſin did enter, and death by 
fin; and the law was added becauſe of tranſgreſſion, 
that ſin; by the law, might become exceeding ſinful; 
that the reprobate might ſee his juſt doom before- 
hand, and the ele& their need of a Saviour. But, 
though God ſuffered fin to lie at man's door, that is 
no excuſe for him who opened the door, and let it in, 
when he was expreſsly commanded, by the will of 
precept, to ſhut it out—no more an excuſe for man, 
than God's promiſe of ſafety to all who failed in 
Paul's ſhip was an encouragement for ſome of them 
to fly out when he ſuffered. a ſtorm to wreck the 
veſſel. Neither he who let fin into the world, nor 
thoſe who, under colour, would have fled out of the 
ſhip, could charge God with their folly, or throw 
their fins upon him: they were both actuated by the 
freedom of their own will, though the mariners were 
compelled to abide, and Adam ſuffered to go on. 


Adam had God's preceptive will before him, before 
his permiffive will (as you call it) ſuffered the en- 
trance of ſin; and cvery fleſhly child of Free- will 

has 


— 
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has got the ſame before his eyes, that he may not 
throw the fin upon God, who by commandment 
forbids it; but take it to himſelf, who willingly 
commits It. 


« A very popular writer and preacher of this ſtamp, in 
« order to prove that the moral law is not the only rule of 
« life, if it be any at all, aſks, with an air of confidence, if 
« our Lord would ever have ſaid to Peter, had the moral 
« law been intended as the only rule of life, © Before the 
« cock crow twice, thou ſhalt (putting the word ſhalt in 
« capitals) deny me thrice?” 


I do not know who this popular writer and 
preacher is of whom you ſpeak; but, certain it is 
that Peter was delivergd from the yoke of the law, 
and the curſe of it too, for the Saviour had pro- 
nounced him bleſſed before he fell. Had he been 
a child of the fleſh, and under the law, he would 
have been without hope, and without help; and, 
conſequently, would have riſen no more; for, Moe 
to bim that is alone when he falleth, for be hath not 
another to hel» him up, Eccleſ. iv. 10, But, as he was 
delivered from the law, and the curſe of it, and was 


in union, communion, and fellowſhip, with the Son 


of God, when Peter fell, the Saviour /ift up his 
fellow. The devil was too much for Peter; but 70 
Hall wittfland him: he cannot pluck the elect out of 
the Saviour's hand, nor out of the Father's hand; 

Nor 
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nor ſhall the Spirit of God ever be taken from them | 
and the threefold love of God is 4 cord that is not 
quickly broken, Eccleſ. iv. 12. 

It is clear that our Lord never ſent any of his 
elect to the law; nor did he call it their rule of life; 
nor did he ever ſay any thing to encourage ſelf; the 
proud doer he always ſent to the Jaw; the humble 
ſupplicant and the ſerious enquirer were always 
pointed to faith; their uſefulneſs and fruitfulneſs 
were to depend on their union with him, and abiding 
in him; and, as for Self, We, or Shall we, it's impo- 
tence was often ſet forth, -and it's aid for ever re- 
jected. Without me you can do nothing. He that 
will come after me, let him deny himſelf, and take up 
bis croſs, and follow me. But this doctrine was nar 
enough for Peter; he muſt make an application of 
it in the fiery trial: Though all men be offended 
s becauſe of thee, yet will I never be offended. 
Though I ſhould die with thee, yet will I not de: 
ny thee.” Peter ſtuck to Self, and the Lord withs, 
drew his arm. I twill was Peter's bulwark ; which, 
in the deviPs fieve, was only chaff. Peter would not 
deny Self; nor would Self own the Lord, although 
Peter had been #/e//ed by the Saviour, as is clear: 
£* Bleſſed art thou, Simon Barjonah, for fleſh*and 
.« blood hath not revealed this unto thee, but my 
« Father, which is in heaven.” Which bleſſing 
muſt vnavoidably have brought Peter from under, 
_ ithe eurſe of the old covenant. Yet, it appears to me 
2 4 that 
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that there was in Peter a cleaving to the law, as his 

rule of life, by the ſelf-confidence that he boaſted of, 

Though all be offended, I will never be offended: for, 

as Paul ſays, Where is boaſting, then? It is ex- 

© cluded. By what law? Of works? Nay, but by 

« the law of faith.” So that Peter's confidence 
ſprang from his legal adherence to the law; and his 
boaſting of more ſtedfaſtneis than the reſt of the diſ- 
ciples muſt come by that covenant, for it doth not 
exclude boaſting: it could never ſpring from the 
doctrine, nor from the Spirit, of the Goſpel; both 
are averie to this; as it is written, Before the cock 
crow twice, thou ſhalt deny me thrice, And your 
rule, Sir, would do no more for you than it did for 
Peter, if you were to be tried as he was. That king 
walks boldly againſt whom there is no riſing up. 


As though Peter had been yielding as much obedience 
« in curſing, and ſwearing, and denying his Lord, as ever 
« he did when performing an a of obedience to any precept 
« of the moral law. And, if ſo, his tears muſt either have 
« been crocodile ones, or very criminal ones, when he went 
out, as he preſently did, and wept bitterly. And yet, 
* theſe are the men whom many are ready to cry up as the 
only preachers of the pure Goſpel !” 


The Saviour did not ſpeak to Peter here as a laws 
giver, nor was he enforciag the law; but ſpoke as a 


King and Sovereign, being jealous of his own power 
| and 
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and glory; which he will never give to another, by 
admitting a copartner; the Scriptures having, before 
Peter's fall, pronounced à curſe on him that maketh 
feſh his arm; and branded him with the name of a 
fool that truſts in his own heart; together with a 
number of curſes to them who continue not in all 
things written in the book of the law, to do them. 
That which follows, I find, is your own inference, © 


« As if Peter had been yielding as much obedience in 
<« curſing, and ſwearing, and denying his Lord, as ever he 
% did when performing an act of obedience to the moral 


« law.” 


All the obedience that ever Peter performed in a 
ſtate of nature, was, I believe, little worth ; for he 
ranks himſelf among the revellers, banqueters, and 
abominable idolaters. It appears, by his reſolutions, 
that he was going at that time to perform an act of 
obedience to the moral law: this may be ſeen by his 
confidence and boaſting, which Paul fays that cove- 


nant does not exclude, though the other really does, 
However, Peter clave to the law; and he found, 


as the Galatians did, that Chriſt profited him no- 
thing in that way—he fell from grace, from ſup- 
porting grace; though not from the habit of grace, 
nor from the bond of the covenant, nor from the 
faithfulneſs of his covenant Head: © / have prayed Ven | 
4 hee, tha! try faith rg not; and, when thou art con- 
&« wverted 
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te yerted from thy legality, ſelf-confidence, and fleſnly 
« boaſting, ſtrengthen thy brethren; not by ſending 
« them to the law for ſelf-confidence and vain truſt; 
« leſt they fall into the devil's ſieve, as you will 
« ſhortly do; but by pointing them to my powerful 
« arm and faithfulneſs, which will moſt ſurely lift 
te thee up when fallen, and abide faithful when thou 
© doſt not believe.” And Peter remembered this; 
for, when certain of the ſe& of the Phariſees ſaid 
the believers muſt be circumciſed, and keep the law 
of Moſes, Peter withſtood them to the face, telling 
them, © that God, who knew their hearts, bare them 
« witneſs, giving them the Holy Ghoſt; and had 
ce purified their hearts by faith; that they tempted 
« God in putting that yoke upon them; and that 
te he believed that, through the grace of the Lord 
e Teſus Chriſt, they would be ſaved, even as the 
« apoſtles themſelves.” As xv. 8, 9, 10, 11. 

I do not believe that “ Peter's tears were either 
ei crocodile ones. or criminal ones.” He had cauſe 
enough for grief and compunction when he reflected 
on his having made ſo glorious a beginning in the 
Spirit, and then fooliſhly attempted to be made per- 
fect by the fleſn. However, Peter gained more by 
his fall than he had done by any of his preceding 
acts of obedience to the moral law. This prophecy 
was fulfilled in Peter, and many others, And ſome of 
them of underſtanding ſhall fall, to try them, to purge, 
and to male them white, even to the time of the end, 

| IS - Dan, 


— 
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Dan. xi. 35. But this trying, purging, and making 
white, comes not from the law, nor does any act of 
our obedience. thereto procure it; but, in mercy he 
ſaved- us, by the waſhing of regeneration, and re- 
newing of the Holy Ghoſt. | 


\ 


Many there are, who do not at all ſcruple to aſſert that 
« believers have nothing at all to do with the law, as, a rule 
& of life, any more than as a covenant of works. We truſt 
&« you have not ſo learned Chriſt, If you have truly drank 


cc into the ſpirit of the Goſpel, you will be ſo far from con- 
c ſidering it as a burden to be under the law to Chriſt, that 


& you will eſteem it as a privilege.” 


I defire to declare what the word of God does, 
and nothing elſe. The Holy Ghoſt declares, that 
whatſoever the law ſaith, it ſaith to them that are 
under the law, Rom. iii. 19. That the believer is 
not under the law, but under grace, Rom. vi. 14. 
That the Son of God did redeem them that were 
under the law, that they might receive the adoption 
of ſons, Gal. iv. 5. And that thoſe who are led by 
the Spirit are not under the law, Gal. v. 18. 

« We are under the law to Chriſt,” ſays Paul, 
1 Cor. ix. 21. But, what law is that which, in 
_ Chriſt, the believer is under? * A law ſhall proceed 
te from me,” ſaith the Saviour, © and my judgment 
“ ſhall reſt for a. light of the people.” Ja. li. 4. 
This law and judgmeat is called a teſtimony bound, 

| ; a law 
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a law ſealed, arnong the Lord's diſciples, Ja. viii. 16. 
Which teſtimony is the Goſpel; the bond of which 
is love; and they are diſciples who receive the true 
teſtimony in the love of it. The law is the law of 
faith; the ſeal is the Spirit of God: The day you 
ce believed, you were ſealed with the holy Spirit of 
ce promiſe,” Ephe/. i. 13. Here is the law and 
judgment proceeding from Chriſt; and this is a 
teſtimony bound, a law ſealed, among his diſciples. 
This teſtimony and bond, this law and ſeal, is the 
everlaſting Goſpel in the hand of the Spirit; and 
under this law Paul was to Chriſt: for this is the 
law that is in the Saviour; He is not à prieſt after the 
law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of 
an enal:ſs life. In being under this law of faith, in the 
hand of the Spirit, Paul glories, and calls it being 
not under the law, but under grace: © For the law of 
* the Spirit of life, in Chriſt Jeſus, makes me free 
% from the law of fin and death.” Rom. viii. 2. 
This is the law of faith; this is the ditpenſation of 
the Spirit and life in Chriſt Jeſus, which made 
Paul free from the reigning power of the law of fin 
that was in his members, Rom. vii. 23, 24, 25. and 
from the miniſtration of death, written and engraven 
in ſtones, 2 Cor. ili. 7. | 
There is not only a being made free, but 4 08. 
liverance alſo from the law, and that for God's glory 
and our good: © But now we are delivered from the 
* law, that being dead wherein we were held; that 
K 2 | e 
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* ve ſhould ſerve in newneſs of Spirit, and not in 
8. te the oldneſs of the letter.“ Rom. vii. 6. Men can 
make no more of the law of Moſes than what is called 
the letter; and a killing letter; they cannot get the, 
Spirit nor life from it, do what they will. It is op- 
poſed to the diſpenſation of the Spirit, and proved 
that it cannot give life. Men may make it their 
only rule of life, walk, conduct, and converſation, 
or what they pleaſe; they can call it no more than 
living, walking, and ſerving, in the letter; to which 
the life of faith, a walk in newneſs of life, a ſervice 
in the newneſs of the Spirit, an union with Chriſt, 
and a good converſation in him, are oppoſed. Nor 
does this evangelical doctrine, or doing the work of 
an evangeliſt, lead the evangelized to a licentious 
life. If fin hath not dominion over a man, it is be- 
5 cauſe he is not under the lau, but under grace. Nor 
has Chriſt, in magnifying the law and making it 
honourable, altered the nature of the law: it is a 

covenant of works ſtill ; a killing letter, and the mi- 

nitration of death, ſtill; a yoke of bondage, and 

will entangle a fcoliſh Galatian ſtill. I came not 

« to deſtroy the law; I came to give my people an 

« eaſier yoke, and a lighter burden but you that 

« cleave. to the letter, you that do not believe 

« Moſcs's killing writings, how ſhall you believe 

« my words? You have one that accuſes you, 

« even Moſes, in whom you truſt; and, dying un- 

&« der that diſpenſation, heaven and earth ſhall paſs 
© away 
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% away nm fal. - 
But, you add 


« We truſt you have not ſo learned Chriſt.” 


It ſhould have been worded thus We truft you 
« have not ſo learned Moſes.” The ſubje& in hand 
is the law, and the doctrine you are defending is that 
of the law's being the believer's rule of life; but, - 
whether the believer is to get life from this rule, or 
by this rule, or from a Saviour's fulneſs by faith, we 
are not informed: whether a ſupply of the Spirit, 
and grace to help in every time of need, are to be 
obtained by eyeing and living by this rule; or by 
looking to Jeſus, and living by the faith of him; is 
not as yet made known to us. But, you ſhould take 
care not to confound things: you have charged 
ſome with confounding permiſſive and preceptive 
will together; and you, Sir, do little leſs, when, in 
the character of a miniſter of Moſes, enforcing an 
obedient life, or a ſervice in the oldneſs of the letter, 
you conclude with an evangelical phraſe, Me truſt 
« you have not ſo learned Chriſt,” when the leading 
ſubject of your diſcourſe is none other than Moſes. 
No man who has taſted that the Lord is gracious 
will ever think it hard to be under grace, under the 
law of the Spirit of life to Chriſt: he knows that, 
whatever the Saviour commands, he gives him 
power and grace to obey; for in this conſiſts the 
eaſineſs of his yoke, and the lightneſs of his burden. 


« Theſe 


1 
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e Theſe empty declaimers talk of believers being under 
cc no other law than the law of love. We aſk them, love to 
& what? Love to their own luſts, ox their own whims and 
e fancies, and unſcriptural, licentious principles? If they 
& mean love to God, we aſk them how they can expreſs love 
& to God if they do not love his law? And what ground can 
0 there be for their loving his law, if they have nothing at 
& all to do with it? And, if it be not a rule of life to ww 


« what cag they have to do with it?” 


If we are to judge of a man's heart-treaſure by 
what cpmes out of his mouth, or flows from his pen, 
we can never ſay of Mr. Evans, that he comes forth 
to the world, or to the church, zu the fulneſs of the 
Goſpel of peace: for, if a folio volume of ſuch doc- 
trine as this was to be diſtilled into the Spouſe's 
flaggon, it would not amount to one reviving cordial - 
of comfort, nor ſtay a love-fick ſoul from fainting. 
Sending believers to the Law, is not comforting them 
with apples, nor ſtaying them with flaggons. The 
promiſes of the Goſpel, and the love of Chriſt, which 
is better than wine, proceed not from Mount Sinai, 
but from Zion: and with theſe they muſt be fed, 
for they are heirs of the promiſes, and the Bride- 
groom's ſpouſe and friends; and, if debarred of the 
new vine, and the new bottle, there will be no more 
ſpirit in them. With deference to Mr. Evans 
not to call him an * empty declaimer:“ yet, ſurely, _ 

a more 


* 
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a more empty declamation than this elaborate Letter 
of his can no where be met with. _ Ys 


« Some talk of believers being under no other law than 


« the law of love.” 


God loved his people, in Chriſt, from all eternity; 
draws them to Chriſt in time; ſheds abroad his love 
in their heart by the Spirit; and promiſes never to 
take his loving-kindneſs from them: and, when this 
is manifeſted to our hearts, he tells us we have 
found grace in his fight, and favour with God. 
And, pray, what is this grace and favour but the 
manifeſtation of love? Thus, to be under grace, 
or kept in the love of God, is one and the ſame, 
thing ſo that if they ſay, We are under no law 
but the law of love,” ſuch an aſſertion is conſo- 
nant with the Bible, which ſays, © Ye are not under 
ce the law, but under grace.” And again, © If ye 
are led by the Spirit, ye are not under the law.“ 
Which Spirit is the Spirit of love, and of a ſound 
mind; and the firſt fruit of the Spirit is love; and 
© he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and 
© God dwelleth in him.” 

But, why ſuch ſhould be called empty 3 
I know not, ſince love is the fulfilling of the law: 
it is both the old commandment and the new; love 
to God and our neighbour is the grand hinge both 
of the law and the prophets. -I think he is an 


empty 
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empty declaimer who takes up a profeſſion, or takes 
the lamp of the law, when deſtitute of the c of joy, 
which is love: for, if a man hath. all knowledge, 
underſtands all myſteries, and ſpeaks with the tongue 
of men and angels, and hath not charity, or love, 
he is a ſounding braſs, or a tinkling cymbal—and, 
though not an empty declaimer, 1 is, nevertheleſs, but 
an empty ſound. 


We aſk them, Love to what? Love to their own luſts, 
* or their own whims and fancies; and 3 * 
« tious principles? 


It you ſee an Antinomian making a flaming pro- 


feſſion, when, at the ſame time, he is proud and 
haughty ; a hater of, and declaimer againſt, thoſe 
whom he knows in his conſcience to be good; a 
lover of Mammon; aiming at wealth, or an inde- 
pendency on divine Providence; following the 
Antediluvian profeſſors, in making an affinity with 


the offspring of Cain, or the children of the devil, 


either to gratify the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the 
eye, or the covetous ſpirit of Mammon; and, at the 
ſame time, ridiculing miniſters of the Goſpel, whom 
Chriſt hath ſent, traducing them as licentious, under 
a cloak of perſonal holineſs and good works—you 
may well fay that ſuch men are in love with their own 
luſts; and that all their harangues about the law are 
nothing bur their own whims and fancies, for they 


hold 


\ 
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hold unſeriptural notions, and live in the practice of 
licentious prineiples.— But, you do not inform us 
that you have ſeen any ſuch fruits as theſe brought 
forth by thoſe againſt whom you -exclaim, and, 1 
truſt, you never Wy that Ln may not 
triumph. 

« If they mean Jove to God, we aſk dem hon they cap 
« expreſs love to Gol if they do not love his law?” 


The Chriſtian loves the law after the innet man, 
for he is a new creature. He is renewed in the ſpirit 
of his mind; and has the law put into his inwart 
parts, and written in his heart, Jer. xxxi. 43. which, 
when placed there, is called the lam r the wiſe, which 
is a fountain of life. And this law, put into their 
inward parts, is the covenant of grace, the law of 
the Spirit of life, or the law of faith, which ever 
you pleaſe; and doth apply to the believet's heart, 
and produce in his life every thing that the moral 
law requires. The diſpenſation of the Spirit makes 
a man ſpiritual, as the law is ſpiritual; and holy, as 
the law is holy. The rightcouſnels of faith makes 
us juſt, as the law is juſt; the Spirit of love draws 
us to love God, and all who love him in ſincerity 
and truth which are the Law's requirements. The 
treaſure of grace in a good man's heart makes him 
good, as the law is good; and the Spirit, by the 
Goſpel, brings that life and immortality to light in 

L vs 


© % * 
3 * ws 
- 


82 ALETTER TO THE REV. MR. CALEB EVANS, 


us which the Law promiſed to the doer, but never 
gave. Such a ſoul delights in the law of God after 
the inner man, Rom. vii. 22. and with the mind ſerves 
the law of God, Rom. vii. 2 5. for he has got in him, 
by the Spirit, all that the law requires; and, while 
he ſerves in the newneſs of the Spirit, he ſerves the 
law of God. But he who ſerves in the oldneſs of 
the letter, ſerves the law of ſin Alſo; for ſuch as are 
in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God, the motions of fir, 
which are by the law, working in their members, do 
bring forth fruit unto death. The ſpiritual man has 
got the Atonement in his heart, which is the ſubſtance | 
of the ceremonial law; and faith, which is the great 
thing of the Goſpel; and love, which is the fulfilling 
of the moral law: therefore ſuch a new creature may 
. well delight in the law of God, and in true holineſs 
in heart and life, after the inner man; and to ſuch 
ſouls God ſpeaks, and to none elſe—Hearken unto me 
ye that know righteouſneſs, the peep e in <wboſe heart 
[not in whoſe head, nor in whoſe mouth, nor in 
whoſe book, nor in whoſe pocket] is my law. 
, Separate the law from the heart of the Mediator, or 
from the operation of the Holy Ghoſt on the heart, 
and you att as a miniſter of the letter, ſet your 
audience to ſerve in the oldneſs of it, entangle them 
in the yoke of bondage, and veil them with igno- 
rance; which veil will hang on their minds till their 
faces be turned to the Lord; and, inſtead of bring- 


ing them to delight in the law after the inner * 
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ö the law will ſtir up the corruptions of their carnal! 


minds, which are naturally enmity againſt God, and 
not ſubject to his la d nor, indeed, can be; and 
there can be no delight in that enmity, nor any de- 
light in a killing letter, nor in a law that worketh 
wrath. And this the law really does, if once viewed 
out of the heart of the Mediator, or once ſeparated 
from the operations of the Holy Ghoſt. In the 
Spirit the ſaint muſt live, in the Spirit he muſt walk, 
in the Spirit he muſt worſhip, and in the newneſs of 
the Spirit he muſt ſerve, if ever he enters heaven, 


or ſees the face of God with acceptance, 


« We might farther aſk, If the law of God be not a rule 
60 to them, what js a rule to them?” no 


The good-will of God in Chriſt Jeſusis the ſaint's 
rule; which is called the myſtery of his will, and is 
the myſtery of faith, and the law of faith: and, if 
the father's will be not the child's rule, nothing is; 
and, if the law of faith be no rule, it is not worthy 
the name of a law; nor is it likely that men will be 
puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence 
of God for not obeying it; nor can the faint be ſaid to 
receive grace for obedience to the faith, if the law of 
faith be no rule of obedience. The good-will of 
God in Chriſt Jeſus, | made known in the myſtery of 
faith, which is the law of faith, is the faint” s rule; 
for it is the Father's will that we live, walk, and 
work, by faith. To this the Holy Ghoſt bows the 

L 2 ſtubborn 
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ſtubborn fianer's will. Thy people ſbal / be willing, | 


“ in the day of: thy power. Son, go work la. day in 
« my wheyard;, that is my will.“ — “ 7 wall not, 
ſays the rebel—that made the croſs: ne, afterwards, : 
be repented, and went. This was a commandment; 
that had life, and was attended. with the grace of 
repentance; * Son, go thou, work to-day in my, 
« vineyard. ö go, Sir; ſaid the ſelf-important. . 
bond child; but went not. And which did the will 
of his father? This hath been aſſerted by the beſt 
of prophets This is tbe wll of him that ſent me, 
e thar every one that ſeeth the Son, and believeth 
« on him, may not periſh, but have everlaſting life." 
This, Sir, is the Father's will; and this is the Son's. 
rule: by purifying faith, which worketh by love, he 
is to live, to walk, to work, to pray, to ſtand, to 
fight, to overcorne, and to die at laſt: © Be thou 
ks faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown | 
« of life.” The believer is not to draw back to the 
yoke of bondage, nor to perdition, but to believe to 
the ſaving of the ſoul. And this, Sir, is ſo perfect a 
rule, that, without it, it is impoſſible to pleaſe God; 
for, whatſoever is not of faith is. ſin, 


« What ſtandard is there of ſm and holineſs, vits and | 
virtue?“ ä 


This is debaſing the Goſpel with a witneſs. | Is the 
_ Goſpel no ſtandard of fin and holineſs, vice and virtue? 
If it be not, how can a man be guilty of the great 

tray/greſſion 
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tranſgrefſion, or the unpardonable fin, by doing deſpite 
to the Spirit of grace, 'if the lau of the Spirit of life 
be no rule? How can men be puniſhed with ever. 

laſting deſtruction for not obeying the Goſpel of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, if the Goſpel of the grace of 
God be no rule? How can the infidel be damned 
for his unbelief, if the law of faith be no rule? Or, 
how can the believer be rewarded with the crown of 
life, if the law of faith be no rule? Surely, the 
Judge of all the earth will not do wrong in rewarding * 
the faithful and puniſhing the infidel. If the Goſpel 
be no ſtandard of fin and holinefs, the Gentiles cho 
have fled te that ſtandard for reconciliation and reſt . 
will be diſappointed, and the rebel who has refuſed 
it can have nothing to fear; for, according to your 
account, it is no rule of life or obedience, nor any 
ſtandard of fin or, holineſs, vice or virtue. Ho- 
ever, it is a diſpenſation that makes manifeſt the 
counſels of the heart; quick and powerful; and 
ſharper than any two-edged ſword, piercing even 
to the dividing aſunder of ſoul and ſpirit, and of 
Joints and marrow ; and is a diſcerner of the thoughts 
and integts of the heart, Heb. iv. 12. that brings in 
the ald med ſinner guiliy, condemned of all, and judged 
of all; and makes him cry out, and report that God, 
of a truth, is in the preacher. It is a law that diſco- 
vers a laſcivious logk to be adultery; anger in the 
heart to be murder in the abſtract; a glaſs for the 
natural man to ſee his face in; a ſea of glaſs, to dif- | 

| cover 
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cover every ſpot or wrinkle; reveals covetouſneſs, 
2s the root of all evil; the felf-righteous to be far= 
ther from the kingdom of heaven than publicans 
and harlots; an outward appearance of holineſs to 
be the varnith of the worſt of hypocrites; the ſin of 
unbelief to be the baſis of damnation; and a covet- 
ous man to be the worſt of idolaters.—Which the 
Jaw of Moſes forbids, but never difcovers it, as the 
diſpenſation of the Spirit does, which convinces the 
world of ſin, of righteouſneſs, and of judgment. 
Nor did Paul find out the evil of Juſt effectually, 
though the Law had ſaid, Thon ſhalt not cover, until 
the light of the Goſpel, from the face of the Saviour, 
Hined round about him > for, before this light came, 
and the commandment in the blaze of it, he ag alive 
without the law; and, as touching the righteouſneſs 
of it, he thought himſelf blameleſs. You do, Sir; 
(with reverence. be it ſpoken!) mutilate, disfigure, 
and debaſe, the glorious Goſpel of the Son of God! 


«, And what becomes of the glory of the Goſpel, as 
ce magnifzing and making honourable the Law?“ | 


The Law was made honourable by the ated 
life and paſſive death of the Son of God; who trod 
the wine-preſs alone, when of the people there was 
none with him. When there was none to help, nor 
any to uphoid, then his own arm brought ſalvation 
unto him, and his fury it ſuſtained him; and, as 
| there 
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there was no hand to help, nor people to uphold, | 
there are to be no ſharers in the glory of the conqueſt, 
though many ſhare in the ſpoils: My glory I will 
<< not give to another, neither my praiſe to Tres 
“ images. | | 


« If Chriſt came to take away the law as the rule of life, 
« is he not the miniſter of fin? And is not the 1. made 
1 void through faith ?” 


No: for Chriſt came to reveal God's will of 
purpoſe and promiſe, which terminates in glory to 
God in the higheſt, on earth peace, and good-will 
toward men. He came to reveal a better rule: For 
Ve law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a4 
better hope did, by the which we draw nigh unto God. 
If this rule brings glory to God, peace upon earth, - 
and good-will to men; makes them perfect, and 
brings them nigh unto God, as reconciled through 
"Chriſt, which the law never revealed, nor ever did; 
how can the glorious Redeemer, the author of it, be 
the miniſter of ſin? The miniſtration of fin in the 
Scriptures is not applied to Chriſt, nor to thoſe who 
preach him ; but to ſuch as blend his Goſpel with 
legality. on Knowing that a man is not juſtified by 
<« the works of the law, but by the faith of Jeſus 
e Chriſt; even we have believed in Jeſus Chriſt, 
that we might be juſtified by the faith of Chriſt, 
and not by the works of the law; for by the 

ce works 
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« -works of the law ſhall no fleſh be juſtified; But 
« if, while we ſeek to be juſtified by Chriſt, we our- 
5 ſelves allo are found ſinners; is, therefore, Chriſt 
& theminiſter of ſin? God forbid! For, if 1 build 
again the things that I deſtroyed, I make myſelf 
<* tranſgreſſor. For I, through the law, am dead 
* to the law, that I might live unto God. I am 
« crucified with Chriſt: nevertheleſs, I live; yet, 
= not I, but Chriſt liveth in me; and the life which 
„I now Iive in the fleſh, I live by the faith of the 
e Son of God, who loved me, and gave himſelf for 
* me. I do not fruſtrate the grace of God; for, if 
* righteouſneſs eame by the law, then Chriſt is dead 
tc jn vain.” Gal. ii. 

Chriſt cannot be the miniſter of fin: but W 
tion is put to thoſe who repreſent him as ſuch; who 
fruſtrate the grace of God by their legality, and de- 
bafe the Goſpel by an outcry for good works before 
folks; but in heart, in power, and in practice, ate 
inferior to others nor have I a ſingle doubt that 
Mr. Evans is inferior, in all theſe reſpects, to 
of thoſe whom he accuſes. | 

Nor is the law © made void through faith?” for 
jt is eftabliſhed in the hand of a juſt Judge, in the 
heart of the Mediator, as magnified and made ho- 
nourable; and in the fleſhly tables of every believing 
cheart, as written by the Spirit bf the living God: the 


-ighteouſneſs of the law is fulfilled in ſuch who walk, 
| 0 
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not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. If it is thus 
eſtabliſhed by the preaching of faith, and the righte- 
ouſneſs of it futflled in the beli&er, how can it be 
made void? Why, you write, Sir, like one who 
never had one glimpſe of the Goſpel myſtery. I am 
obliged to ſpeak to you as unto carnal, as unto a babe 
in Chriſt; for you ſeem to be not only unſkilful, but 
alrogether unacquainted with the word of righteouſ- 
neſs : and I queſtion not that ſeveral Antinomian old 
women, who uſually fir under my miniſtry, are able 
co diſſect and anatomize this whole body of legality. 


« And yet, what can be ſpoken of with more horror than 
this God forbid ! we eſtabliſh the law?” 


Don't be ſhocked, Sir, nor tremble; for God will 
make you tremble much more before he takes you 
to heaven: Satan's ſieve, or ſome fiery trial, will 
conſume all this hay, ftraw, and ftubble, before you are 
eternally ſaved. I have ſhewn you copiouſly how 
the law is eſtabliſhed—and do you eſtabliſh it any 
other way, if you can. Calling it the believer's rule 
of life has never eſtabliſhed it vet, nor ever will. 
The righteouſneſs of the law is fulfilled in the be- 
liever, not by him; 4t is fulfiled in him by the 
work of God, not by his works. If this eſtabliſhes 
the law, then the Phariſees, who told the believers 
to be circuiaciſed, and keep the law of Moſes, were 


the only people that did it but theſe were charged 
NM with 
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with coming in only to ſpy out the liberty of the 
ſaints, that they might bring them into bondage. 
Nor will you ever eſtabliſn the law by the good 
works of the ſaints this way. Good works do not 
ſpring from God's will of commandments, but from 
his will of purpoſe: Created, in Chrift Feſus, unto 
good works, which God hath before ordained, that we 
ſhould walk in them. Nor do they ſpring from the 
miniſtry of the letter, but from the miniſtry of the 
Spirit, by whom weare furniſhed unto all good works. 
Nor is the law the grand teacher of good works, but 
it is the grace of God that teaches us to deny un- 
godlineſs and worldly luſts; and to live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly, in the world. Nor is man 
the active agent of good works; but God, who 
works in him both to will and to do. Nor muſt the 
. felf-important I, or Fe, or Shall we, run away 

with the glory of good works: © I laboured more 
« abundantly than they all; . not I, but the grace 
& of God that wwas with me. 


« Tf the law be no rule of life to a believer, his breach of 
« jt can be no fin; and his pretending; therefore, to boaſt 
&« of the blood of Chriſt, as having enſured to him the 
«.pÞARDON of his fins, when he can have none ſince he firſt 
« believed, upon his principles, to be pardoned; is a piece 
© of impiety on the one hand, or hypocriſy on the other, 


« which wants a name to deſcribe it, there is ſo much com- 


_ m - 


« plicated guilt and impiety involved in it.” 


Making 
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Making the law of faith, and that of the Spirit of 
life, not worthy the name of a 3 no rule 
is another debaſement of the Goſpel; conſequently, 
counteracting theſe laws can be no ſin. At the great 
day, however, three books will be opened. 

The heathens are a law to themſelves, their 
thoughts and conſciences accuſing or excuſing one 
another. Theſe fin without law, and ſhall be judged 
without law, when the book of Conſcience is laid 
open, and the. thoughts of their hearts are made 
manifeſt. | 

The blind legaliſt, who is under the law, and fins 
in the law, ſhall be judged by the law, when the 
roll of the Pentateuch is unfolded; and the awful 
contents of lamentation, mourning, and woe, are diſ- 
covered, Ezek. ii. 10. 

He who hears the Goſpel, and believes not, or is 
not obedient to the faith, is condemned already. This 
is his condemnation, that light is come into the 
world, but [he hugged the old veil] he loved dark- 
neſs rather than light, becauſe his deeds were evil. 
He believes net, and ſhall be damned. He optvs not 
| the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, and ſpball be pu- 
niſted with everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of 
the Lord, and the glory of bis power. 

He who blaſphemes againſt the Holy Ghoſt, ſins 
againſt the greateſt law, and the laſt Law-giver; for 
he fins againſt ihe law of the Spirit of life, which is 
the fin unto death, and the great tranſgreſſion; and 

M 2 THE 
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this will appear when the book of life is opened. 


But, how an unbeljever can be damned when the law 
of faith is no rule of life, or of obedience to life, js 
to me a myſtery. And how one diſobedient to the 


Sof pel can be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction, 


when it is no law to be obeyed; or how any man 
can be guilty of the great tranſgreſſion, or the unpar- 
donable fin, if the law of the Spirit be no rule; is what 
J cannot comprehend, nor can this author ever un- 
fold. If the believer and profeſſor of faith have no 
rule of life except the moral law, the Judge of all 
the earth, if he proceeds in judgment according to - 
the above account, will hardly do right. And I will 
leave the righteous to judge where this reproach is 
likely to fall; and whether this advocate for the laß 
does not mutilate, digfigure, and debuſe the Goſpel of 


Chriſt, and the miniſtry of the Spirit, worſe than any 


of thoſe Antinomians whom he has arraigned at the 
bar of his ſuperior judgment? In all the treatiſes, 
ancient or modern, which I have ever read on this 
point, I have invariably ſeen the propriety of the 
Holy Spirit's aſſertion, That thoſe who adgſire to be 
teachers of the law turn aſide to vain jaugling, knows 
ing neith:r what they ſay nor whereof they affirm. 
Nor has this author eſtabliſhed the law on any one 
of it's own proper foundations; neither in the hand 
of Juſtice, nor in the heart of the Mediator, who is 
both our Mercy-ſeat and Ark; nor in the hand of 


the Spirit, the heart of the ſaints, or the ſouls of 
the 
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the damned. 1 defy the whole world to prove that 


he hath eſtabliſhed either the Law or the Goſpel. 
We are told that the Law is the belever's rule of 
life; and that, if it be not, the believer, or hypo- 
critical profeſſor, (for ſuch are intended by Antino- 
mians) © can have no fin to be pardoned:” conſe- 
quently, neither the law of the Spirit, nor the con- 
ſciences of Heathens, are either laws or rules; and 
therefore the damnation of both muſt be unjuſt; ic 
cannot be a righteous judgment; nor can the hypo- 
critical tribe, or heathen part of the world, 3+ judged 
in righteouſneſs. 

And farther, if the believer and the infidel, the 
ſon and the ſervant, have both one rule, the juſt God 
muſt be juſt to that law; and, as it is the ſaint's only 
rule, he muſt, as a juſt God, deal with the believer 
according to his fins, and reward him according to 
his iniquity; for that law will by no means clear the 
guilty, nor will Truth and Juſtice allow of paſſing 
by the tranſgreſſion even of the remnant of his heri- 
tage. But, if the good-will of the Father, in the 
myſtery of faith, be the Son's rule, he can, in mercy, 
correct them in meaſure, and not leave them wholly 
unpuniſhed, By this will the Father of Spirits can 
with truth and juſtice chaſten them for their profit, 
that they may be partakers of his holineſs: and theſe 
chaſtiſements are called proofs of their ſonſhip; and 
he never will take his mercy from them; nor will he 


ever impute fin to them in a legal way; nor ſhall 
theſe 


YL —— _ 
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theſe purged ones have any more conſcience of fins in 
this way. The Father of mercies, and God of all 
comfort, deals thus with his children. But Juſtice, 


by the legal rule, will never do ſo; nor ſhall a jot or 
tittle of that law ever fail. The former is the voice 


of the Father in the promiſes to the hrirs of promiſe; 


the latter is the voice of Juſtice to the ſlave: hat 


tbe Law ſaith, it ſaith to them that are under it. 

This author's rule made nothing perfect, but the 
bringing in of a better did. By this author we have 
ſcen what vain jangling does, Here is nothing ſaid 
to the purpoſe, nor any thing affirmed, neither the 
Law eſtabliſhed, nor the Goſpel, The myſtery of 
faith is debaſed, as being neither law nor rule; and 
the killing letter exalted above all. The rod of 
Chriſt's ſtrength, out of Zion, rules no more in the 
midſt of Jeruſalem: the rod is ſtill in the hand of 
Moſes ; and Mr. Evans props up his arm, that our 
ſpiritual Joſhua may defeat Amalek. Bleſſed be 
God for bis teſimony bound, his law ſealed, in the 
bears: and to the pure records of that law and tefti- 
mem let us go; (and they who ſpeak not according 
to that 074 | of life] hade no light in them) and we 
ſhall find our great apoſtle—who knew what he ſaid, 
and whereof he afirmed—giving the believer his 
only rule of life in a few words. 

Firſt, He purges out all ſuch legality from the 
. 


Secondly, Deſcribes the real ſaint. 
Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Sets his rule before him. And, 

Fourthly, Affirms that mercy and peace ſhall be 
upon ſoch. Which no © advocate for this old rule 4 
could ever do, * 
© Firſt, He purges out all legality: * As many as 

« defire to make a fair ſhew in the fleſh, [inſtead of 
« the ſpirit] they conſtrain you to be circumciſed, 
« [to reconcile the world to religion] only leſt they 
« ſhould ſuffer perſecution for the croſs of Chriſt. 
« [or be called Antinomians.] For neither 'they 
« themſclves, who are circumciſed, keep the law; 
« [nor can they, unleſs the Spirit of God be in their 
« hearts] but they deſire to have you circumciſed, 
« that they may glory in your fleſh, Cal. vi. ! 2, 13. 
« as having made you reformed and conformable 
© proſelytes, inſtead of converted faints.” By cir- 
cumciſion, they aimed at bringing the Galatians in 
debtors to fulfil che whole law. © Circumciſion is 
© nothing, and uncircumcifion is nothing, but the 
« keeping the commandments of God,” 1 Cor. vii. 
19. [for life] is what they meant. He next de- 
ſcribes the real ſainr. | > 


Secondly, “ For, in Chriſt Jeſus, neither circum- 
« cifion availeth any thing, nor uncircumciſion, ut 
« a new creature,” This new creature is one renew- 
ed in knowledge, and created anew in Chriſt Jefus: 
which creation ſtands in juſtification by imputation, 


and in regeneration by the Holy Ghoſt; as it is 
written, 
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written, Created anew in Cnriſt Jeſus, after the 
« image of him that created him, in righteouſneſs and 
«© true holineſs.” Theſe three things, Knowledge, 
Tuſtification, and Sanctiſication, are ſuch as avail a 
man, and entitle. him to heaven. Ir is life eternal to 
know God, and Jeſus Chriſt, whom he hath ſent. 
He that believes is juſtified freely from all things, 
and ſhall never come into condemnation and they 
who are partakers of the Holy Ghoſt have got a Com- 
forter that ſhall abide with them for ever: and this 
law of the Spirit is a fountain of life; a well of liv- 
ing water, ſpringing up into everlaſting life. This 
is the man that is in Chriſt, and is a new creature; 
and theſe are the things which avuil, though circum- 
ciſion does not. By what law is this man juſtified, 
or made righteous? I anſwer, By the law of faith. 
By what law is he made a partaker of true holineſs? 
By the law of Moſes? Nay; God miniſtereth not 
the Spirit by the works of the law, but by the hear- 
ing of faith. Paul, who advanced theſe things, 
knew what he ſaid, and whereof he affirmed, though 
our author does not. ; 

Thirdly, What is the rule of this new man in 
Chriſt? Paul ſays, In Chriſt Jeſus, circumciſion 
46 availeth nothing, nor uncircumciſion, but faith, 
« that worketh by love.” Gal. v. 6. Thus the law 
of faith is the renewed man's rule; nor did this apoſtle 
ever ſet any other before him. The miniſters of cir- 
cumciſion, 1 it is true, had ſent fame of them to the old 
rule 
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rule for perſonal holineſs and good works, or to make 
a fair ſhew in the fleſh; and the Galatians thought 
to be made perfect by the fleſh. However, they 
went, as Iſrael did againſt the Amalekites, without 
» God. The Saviour went not with them to that rule: 
he ſtaid behind with his Goſpel; and wrought mi- 
racles, and miniſtered the * by the hearing of 
faith. 

Fourthly, Paul ſhews the ſafety of this new crea- 
ture in Chriſt, who is bleſſed with this faith that 
worketh by love: As many as walk according to this 
rule, mercy on them, and peace, and upon the rael of 
God. The ſure mercies of David, and the peace of 
God, which paſſeth all underſtanding, be upon 
every new creature in Chriſt; who walks not by 
ſight, but by faith; who treads in the ſteps of the 
faith of our father Abraham; a faith that worketh 
by love to God, and to all * love him in . 


and . : Iv 


cc His pretending, therefore, to boaſt of the blood of 
« Chriſt, as having enſured to him the pardon of his fins, 
« when he can have none ſince he firſt believed, upon his 
« principles, to be pardoned, is a piece of impiety on the 
« one hand, or hypocriſy on the other, which wants a name 
« to deſcribe it, there is ſo much complicated = and im- 
“ picty involved in it. ” 


N Take 


judgment to reſt for a L1caT of the people, Ia. Ii. 4. 
Is this lau, which is the Lord's judgment, which ſhall 
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Take heed, Sir, that you 45 not involve yourſelf 
in the worſt of guilt and impiety, by thus debaſing 
the law of faith. You have aſked, „If the law be 
« not a rule of life, what ſtandard can there be of 


tc fin and holineſs, vice and virtue? And now, if 


tt the law be not a rule of life, a believer can have no 


_ « fin to pardon.” Theſe are ſuch awful queſtions, 


attended with ſuch reflections, as I never read before. 
F will bring them to the touchſtone. A lau ſhall 
proceed from me, (ſaith Chriſt) and I will make my 


ret [or remain] for a L1caT, no ſtandard? and is 
ſin againſt this, no tranſgreſſion? I think ſuch are 


the worſt of rebels: they are of the number of thoſe 


who rebel againſt the light; they know not the way 
et thereof, nor abide in the paths thereof,” Job xxiv. 
13. © And this is their condemnation, that light is 
© come into the world, and they loved darkneſs ra- 


* ther than light,” Jobn iii. 19. If the ſpiritual man 


fins, he fins againſt light and knowledge; againſt 
the teſtimony bound, the law ſealed, on his heart; 
and grieves the Spirit by which he is ſealed : he fins 
againſt the geod- vill of the beſt of Fathers, who is 
offended at the provoking of his ſons and daughters; 
he fins againſt the law of the Spirit in Chriſt Jeſus; 
and againſt the ſtrongeſt tie of all, namely, the ever- 
laſting love of God. The conſideration of ſuch baſe 
ingratitude, when charged home with fatherly ſeve- 


rity, 
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rity, as the fins of David and Peter were, cuts the 
| believer deeper, and gives him a more noble and 
effectual wounding, than all the ſhafts of Sinai, 
ſhould God heap miſchiefs, and Jpend 4s arrows, 
upon them, Deut. xxxii. 23. . 

A bond child is never humbled by an arraign- 
ment at the bar of Juſtice: ſuch cry not when the 
Lord bindeth them ; but look up, and curſe both their 
King and their God, Ja. viii. 21. It was againſt 
the /azw of faith, or the Saviour's judgment, that reſts 
for a ligbt, that Peter ſinned; and this the Lord let 
him know, when, by a penetrating glance of his eye, 
he arraigned him. Peter underſtood it. The Lord 
need do no more than turn and look upon Peter—that 
ſhall wound him, and melt him too. Nathan aggra- 
vated the circumſtances of David's crime (though 
he lived in Old Teſtament times) more, by repeating 
God's goodneſs and manifold gifts to him And 
if that bad been too little, I would have given thee 


ſuch and fuch thing. than byyarraigning him at te 


bar of the Law. David ſinned againſt the love of 
God, which is both the old and the new commiand- 
ment, and which commandment is life everlaſting; 


ſinning againſt which brought David to the pains of 
hell; until a freſh manifeſtation of it ſent him forth, 


like a child weaned of his mother, 

Surely, gentlemen who write as this author does 
can never be experimentally acquainted with thoſe 
high obligations, tender, delicate, and powerful, 

N 2 ties 
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ties of the law of the Spirit M life, which bind the 
heir of promiſe fo faſt to the Father of merctes, and 


God of all comfort! God writes his law in the hearts 
of his clyldren—and I thought 24:5 had been the 
better ſtarflard of vice and virtue; and that fins 
againſt Ibis had been the worſt crimes, according 


to the deep ſighs, heavy groans, and humble con- 


feſſions, of Bible ſaints. Sure J am, that he who is 
made free from the law of fin and death by the law 
of the Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus, will be glad to 


kiſs the Son, and cleave to this Sovereign; nor ever 


with to break bis _ under, or * Bis av 
from bim. 
T think the Father's will of purpoſe and OI 


in Chriſt Jeſus 1s the more perfect rule for us; and, 


when revealed 1n the myſtery of faith, and applied by 


the Spirit, is a compleat ſtandard of vice and virtue. 


And ſubmiſſion to this is the firſt act of obedience: 
Thy people ſhall be wiLLING in the day of thy power. 


Every croſs, trial, diſappointment, or chaſtiſement, 
s to bring the believer humbly reſigned to this ſo- 


vereign will—whileour rule, Sir, works wrath; 
and the bond child is as far from Goſpel ſubmiſſion 
as the Father of Lyes himſelf. The Saviour's higheſt 
act of obedience lay in ſubmiſſion to this will: Not 
my zcill, but thine, be done. Nor is this act of obedi - 
ence attributed to his ſervitude, but to his Sonſhip. 
It is not coupled with a—Behold my Servant, whom I 
uphoid; but with a—Though be were 4 Son, yet be 
learned 
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learned obedience by the things which he ſufſered, 
Heb. v. 1. Nor was this higheſt a& of obedience 
given to the rule of the moral law, or to the precep-= 
tive will of God, as you call it; for that does 
not require a juſt man to ſuffer or die for a criminal. 
J come to do thy will, O God. He took away the 
firſt, (God having exploded both burnt offerings 
and the ſervice of the Phariſees in the oldneſs pf the 
jetter) and eſtabliſhed the ſecond. It was the good- 
will of his Father, in purpoſe and promiſe, to which 
he bowed his dying head: Father, into thy hand T 
commend my ſ-irit, Luke xxiii. 46. And by this WILL 
we are ſanitified, through the offering up he body of 
Chriſt once for all, Heb. x. 10. 


« His pretending to boaſt of the blood of Chriſt having 


« enſured. to him the "_ of his ſins, when he has 


— 


« none.“ 


This is ſtrange language! A believer cannot be 
ranked among the juſt until he hag received the par- 
don of his fins: his bleſſedneſs con 


ſedoeſs is confirgged' by the good-will of God, in not 
imputing fin to the enlarged debtor anv more, hav- 
ing imputed it to his Surety: * Bleſſed is the man 
© to whom the Lord will not impute ſin.“ Cometh 


this bleſſedneſs by your rule? Nay, but by the law 


of faith, 4 


Pray, 


ſts in having his 
iniquity forgiven, and his ſin covered? and his bleſ- 


”y 
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Pray, Sir, what is the Law? It is holy, juſt, good, 
and requires /ove. And does not the Father's will 


of purpoſe, or his decree, ſecure all theſe things to 
the elech? Whom he did foreknow, he did predeſti- 


nate to be conformed io the image of his Son, Rom, 


viii. 29. which image conſiſts in righteouſneſs and 
true holineſs. The Holy Spirit, to make us holy; 
the gift of righteouſneſs, to make us juſt; goodneſs 
laid up, to make us good, Eſal. xxxi. 19. and the 
ſecurity of everlaſting love, to draw us to Chriſt; 
are the four things which the law requires; and 
theſe are the things which the decree brings forth, 
Zeph. ii. 2. 

Does not the covenant of grace ſecure theſe four 


things tous? I believe it does. He that remains 


in Jeruſalem ſhall be called noLy, Iſa. iv. 3. Thy 
people ſhall be all RiGaTEOVUS, Ia. Ix. 21. My people 
Hall be ſatisfied with my coopness, ſaith the Lord, 
Jer. xxxi. 44. And I will circumciſe their heart 10 
Love me, Deut. xxx. 6. Thus theſe things are 


| fund, held forth, 'and freely given to the elect, in 


the better covenant of promiſe. 
And are not theſe things laid up for vs in Chriſt 
Jeſus? He ſays, Thy law is within my heart; and 
Paul ſays, it is the law of the Spirit of life, in Chriſt, 
that made him free. By his blood he ſhall ſprinkle 
many nations; he received the promiſed Spirit of 
the Father, and poured it out, to make us Boh; he 
is the end of the law for righteouſneſs, to make the 
believer 
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believer juſt; we receive the good treaſure of grace 
from his fulneſs, to make us good; and the love of 
Chriſt conſtrains us to love God and one another. 
Here are the four weighty matters of the law in- 
cluded in the law of the Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus. 

And does not the law of faith, when ſealed on the 
believer's heart by the Spirit of God, produce theſe 
effects under his own influence? I think he does. 
He is the Spirit of holineſs; he teſtifies of and reveals 
the good treaſure of grace in the heart, and ſheds 
abroad the Father's love there. Thus the believer is 
holy, as the lau is boly; juſt, by faith, as the law is 
juſt; good, by grace, as the law is good; loves God, 
as the law requires; and is @ ſpiritual man, as the 
law is ſpiritual. Theſe four things, which the law 
called for, which. we could never produce, and 
which that diſpenſation could never beſtow, are ſe- 
cured to alt the elect in the irrevocable decree of God; 
which, when made known, is the good-will of him that + 
deelt in the buſh; attended with glory to God in the 
higheſt, on earth peace, and good-will toward men. 

As theſe things are held forth in a free, uncondi- 
tional promiſe, the covenant of promiſe is called the 
better covenant, eſtabliſhed upon better promiſes. 

When conſidered as treaſured up in Chriſt, it is 
called, by Paul, the law of the Spirit of life in Chriſt 
Teſus. 

When revealed to the believer, it is called putting. 
the law in his heart, and writing it in his mind, or on 

the 
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, the fleſply tables of his heart, by the Spirit of the living 
God; which makes the ſaint a living epiſtle, known 
and read of all men. | 

Submiſſion to the ſovereign will of God in Chriſt 
is the ſaint's rule to which he firſt bows. | 
When theſe things are written in his mind, he is 
not without law to God. | | 
When made free from bondage by the Abenden 
of theſe things, he is under the law to Chriſt. | 
When theſe things are enjoyed under the operation 
of God's Spirit, the righteouſneſs of the law is fulfilled: 
in bim who walks, not after the fleſh, but after the 


Spirit. | 
This is the man, and no other, who 1 the law 


of God after the inner man; for it is written on his 
mind; and with the mind he ſerves the law of God, by 
ſerving in the newneſs of the Spirit, and not in the 
oldneſs of the letter. This is the man that knows 
righteouſneſs, the man in whoſe heart is God's law; 
he is zealous for good works, and performs them ; 
worſhips in Spirit and in truth; walks in newneſs of 
life; ſerves with a ſpiritual ſervice; and produces 
the works of faith, labour of love, and patience of hope. 
All other profeſſors are nothing but empty trunk- 
makers; criminals in chains, chattering about merit; 
baſtards, jangling about the law; or ſounding braſs 
and tinkling cymbals, giving ſound without life. 
Holineſs, righteouſneſs, goodneſe, and love, are the 


weightier matters. Separate theſe, or attempt to 
/ fetch 
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fetch them from any other ſource than the purpoſe 
and promiſe of God, or from the Mediator's heart, 
the Spirit's hand, or the ſaint's mind, aud you are 
no miniſter of the Goſpel, but a vain jangler, or a 
ſpy, that entangles the ſaints in bondage; and, ex- 
cluſive of theſe things in the purpoſe and promiſe 
of God, . in the heart of Chriſt, or the hand of the 
S pirig-fnake the law any thing elſe but a covenant of 
works, a killing letter, or a yoke of bondage, if you 

. can—l1 defy you. Let any rule of life be ſet before ' 

the ſaint but this, and the Spirit ſays you tempt God, 
ſubvert the ſouls of believers, bewitch them, impriſon 
the children of the free woman, and render Chriſt 
unprofitable to them. Bring the believer under any 
other law to Chriſt; enforce any other law upon his 
conſcience ; ſet him to hold any other /aw to God; 
and to live, walk, or work, by any other rule than 
the above; and then publiſh it to the world; and, 
by God's help, I will undertake to prove that the 
whole of the performance is no more than vain 
jangling, vain philoſophy, inconſiſtency, uncon- 
cluded, unaffirmed notions, unſcriptural fancies, 
and downright nonſenſe. 

That I might have an opportunity of diſputing, 
this point with you, I have addreſſed this letter to 
your name; and ſhall ſubſcribe it with my own, 
that you may know who your antagoniſt is, and 
where to find him; and that the Chriſtian world 


may have an opportunity of judging between the 
taught 


—ͤ ˙ wn Eomopomnts . 9 
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taught of God, and thofe of man; miniſters of the 
Spirit, and thoſe of the letter; the learned philoſo- 
pher, and the illiterate divine; the man of word, and 
the man of power; the maſter of arts, and the ſpi- 


ritual fool; the parſon-maker, and the parſon made. 


And, before you come forth again, take counſe], 
Jay your ſchemes deep, and puſh your arguments 
home; leſt God ſhould enable me to ſpeak like the 
piercing of a ſword, and ſo get between the joints of 
your harneſs, and diſcover to the Chriſtian world 
that this leading champion was never brought to 
Jehovah's banner, much leſs equipped for the front 
of the battle. 

I have ſufficiently proved, that what you term 
« Antinomianiſm, which is involved with ſo much 
te complicated guilt as to want a name to deſcribe 


c it,” is the everlaſting Goſpel of the bleſſed God; 


and do you overthrow theſe arguments, prove me a 
liar, and make my ſpeech nothing worth, if you can; 
and you may depend upon having the laſt word in 
this controverſy, if you are the longeſt liver, 

I am not aſhamed of the Goſpel that Chriſt hath 
taught me; I wiſh to publiſh the whole of it : and, 


if it appears that I am called and ſent of God to 


preach his word, I muſt confeſs that I think nine 
parts out of ten that are called Goſpel minifters in 
our days, never were, either called of God to the 


knowledge of the truth, the fellowſhip of his Son, or 


to the miniſtry of the word. And, (with reverence 
to 
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to the gentility and learning of Mr. Evans be it ſpo- 
ken) by this performance of his, it does not appear 
that ever he was, either. called by the Holy Ghoſt 
to a ſavoury knowledge of the truth, the fellow ſhip 
of Chriſt, or to the miniſtry of the Spirit. I wiſh it 
may appear that he is.. We are allowed of Chriſt, 
Sir, not only to judge them that are within, but to 
try the ſpirits, and even them that ſay they are apoſtles, 
and prove them liars if they are not. The Spirit of 
the prophets. is ſubject to the prophets, Let Mr. 
Evans publiſh, according to the oracles of God, 
his high vocation to the knowledge of the truth, the 
fellowſhip of Chriſt, the miniſtry of the Spirit, and 
to the higher office of qualifying veſſels of mercy - 
for the Maſter's uſe, or fitting out miniſters of max 
and by man, (which I know conſcience and pride 
will never ſuffer him to do, leſt he ſhould be put to 
ſhame)—if he does, I will, by the help of God, 
conſider the performance, return an anſwer, and 
expoſe myſelf as an impoſtor for ever, if he diſputes 
me either out of my rule, or out of the good hope 
through grace that God, in the multitude of his 
mercy, hath favoured me with. 


e Tf the law be no rule of liſe to a believer, what privi- 
« lege can it be, any more than duty, to delight in the law 
« of God after the inner man? Or what ground of pleaſure 
« can ariſe from the hope of awaking in the Divine like. 


& neſs?” 


O 2 If 
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If the law be the believers rule of life, the tenor 
of which is, This do, and thou ſhalt live; it can be 
no privitege, for the law worketh wrath; and the 
ſtrength of ſin is the law; for, where there is no 
law, there is no tranſgreſſion. And, as to the duty 
it requires, it's demands are ſuch a yoke as neither 

the apoſtles, nor their fathers, were able to bear— 
And this Mr. Evans would allow alſo, if ever the 
commandment had come to him, to revive his fin, 
rout the conſequential WE, and lay his legal hope. 

« Nor can the believer ever delight in the law of 
« God after the inner man,” as a covenant of works, 
-and as a killing letter; which is the unlawful way in 
which you have bandled it with reſpect to believers. 
The fubſtance of it muſt be viewed in the purpoſe 
of God, the promiſe of God, the fulneſs of the Me- 
diator, the hand of the Spirit, and in the mind of 
the faint, before he can take any delight in it. 

Nor can he ever expect to awake in the Divine 
likeneſs by that rule. 

But, like the proud Phariſee, the blind legaliſt, 
the carnally- ſecure hypocrite, go on in a ſtate of 
inſenſibility, hoping in the law, and bearing about 
that lamp without oil, till it goes out in obſcyre 
darkneſs; and he, inſtead of awaking in the Divine 
likeneſs, lift up his eyes in hell. 


« A notion more corrupt, more falſe, more full of evil and 
& dangerous conſequences, cannot infect the human mind.” 


Then, 


+ 
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Then, accordin g to this paragraph, the only way | 
of eſcaping all corruption, falſe dofrines, perilous 


evils, and dangerous conſequences, which infect the 
human mind, is by confeſling that Moſes's law is 
the believer's only rule of life which you ſhall ne- 
ver prove while I can read the Bible. This aſſertion 
amounts to this, That grace, to eſcape corruption; 
truth, to eſcape falſhood; goodneſs, to eſcape evil, 
and dangerous conſequences; come from the law: 
but, as for the grace and truth that came by Jeſus 


Chriſt, the diſpenſation of the Spirit, it is neither a 


ſtandard for fin or holineſs, vice or virtue: that the 
ſins of all believers againſt the law of the Spirit can 
be no ſins, for there can be none to pardon unleſs 


the law bea rule; and that believers ſinning againſt 


light, love, mercy, truth, and grace, are not cul- 
pable—nor can they want any pardon, for it is no 


rule of life, walk, work, or obedience; the only rule 


and ſtandard of all which is the Law, ard that was 
given by Moſes. 


« The peace it brings is a falſe peace; and will be found, 
« in the end, to be only the prelude of deſtruction. It may 


40 be ſweet to a corrupt heart for a moment; but, in the end, 


« jt will bite like a ſerpent, and ſting like an adder.” 


The Antinomian is charged with holding doctrines 


that exalt the grace of God, debaſe the ſinner, and 
make Chriſt all in all; (only it is in pretence;) and 
with calling faith, and the law of love, the only ruje 


of 


rere - 
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of believers; which brings a falſe peace, that is the 


, Prelude of deſtruction, which is only ſweet to a cor- 


rupt heart for a moment; but, in the end, the law of 


faith and love will bite like a ſerpent, and ſting like 


an adder, Then, where is peace, deliverance from de- 
ſtruction, from the ſting of death, and the deaf adder, 
that ſtoppeth her ears, to come from? If it comes 
from the law of Moſes, which is your only rule of life, 
why does Paul ſay, The ſting of death is fin, and the 
Arengtb of ſin is the law; but, thanks be to God, zwhich 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt? 
If the eyes of the blind are opened, the ears of the 
deaf unſtopped; if the lame man leaps as an hart, 
and the tongue of the dumb ſings; it is not becauſe 


. the ficry law is — but becauſe the waters of 


life break out in the wilderneſs; and the ſtreams of 
love, righteouſneſs, peace, joy, and praiſe, flow in 
the deſart. 


& This is the will of God, even your ſanctification.“ 


True, Sir; but they will never obtain ſanctifica- 
tion by your rule of life. Chriſt took away the 
law of commandments contained in ordinances, and 
nailed ir to his croſs, that he might eſtabliſh the 
goed will of purpoſe and promiſe : for your rule made 
nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope 
did; by the which we draw nigh unto God, who ſanc- 
tifies us. Then ſaid 1, Lo] I come to do thy will, O 
God! He taketh away the firſt, God wills not 

burnt- 
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burnt-offerings, nor a ſervice in the oldneſs of the | 


letter, that hE may eſtabliſh the ſecond, that requires 
faith and a ſpiritual ſervice: which good- will of God 
WILLS us the body of Chriſt, and the gift of the Holy 
' Ghoſt; by the which wiLL we are ſunctiſied, through 


the offering up of the body of Chriſt once for * Heb. . 


k. 9, 10. 


« And the great deſign of the truth of God in Chriſt, 


« revealing to you a free and full ſalvation, is, that you may 
be ſanRified by it here, and be glorified by it in the perſect 
ſanctification of your ſouls hereafter.” 


I wiſh every miniſter of the letter, every bond 
child, and every Arminian, who are ſtrangers to the 


high obligations of faith, and the cords of eternal 


Jove, would let the GolpPalone, and ſtick to their 
own rule; which is ſo plain, that he who runs may 


read it Ibis po, and TROU ſhalt live and not ſet 


the law forth as the believer's only rule of life; in- 
inuating, that “ ſanctification, perſonal holineſs, 
© and good works,” are to ſpring from an outward 
obſervance of that; that the law of faith is no 
« ſfandard of vice or virtue; and that © fins againſt 
© jt can be no fins that want pardon;” —for without 
the legal rule there is no tranſgreſſion and accuſe 
thoſe © who talk of faith and love being the rule of 
© lite; as contending for love to their luſts, whims, 


« fancies, and licentious, unſcriptural principles; 
and 


. 
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and that enforcing the law, or God's preceptive will, 
as the only rule to obtain ſanRificatioh and good 
works, entitles a man to the name of Orthodox; 
while all who cannot put into their mouth, ſtamp 
with their feet, bite with their teeth, and cry, 
«Peace! peace!” muſt bear the ſcandal of empty 
declaimers, lovers of luſt, Antinomians, and Heie- 
tics; and that by men who have neither light, 
knowledge, power, nor experience—nothing to 
recommend them, or entitle them to pre-eminence, 
but their own noiſe!—After all this, he tell us that 


& The great deſign of the truth of God in Chriſt, in re- 
& vealing to us a free ſalvation, is, that we may be ſanctified 
« by it here, and be glorified by it, in the perfect ſanctifica- 


< tion of our ſouls, hereafter.” 


This, Sir, is coming over to the Antinomian he- 
reſy; allowing the ſufficiency of the Goſpel; and 
« involving your ſoul in all the complicated guilt 
te which you have charged them with.” Degrad- 
ing Goſpel miniſters, in defence of the bond child's 
rule, and then concluding with the very faith held 
by the heretics; is making the diſpenſation of the 
Holy Ghoſt a trap to entangle the juſt, and a maſk 
to veil the hypocriſy of the author. 


« That you may be preſerved faithful unto the day of the | 


« Lord Jefus, ſhine as lights in a dark world, adorning the 
doctrine of your God and Saviour in all things, &c.” 


If 


- e e 
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If the lad is the only rule of life, and fountain of 


finctification, why. do you © wiſn them to abide 
cc fairfulP” The law is not of faith, hut of works, 
for he hat doeth thoſe things Thall five in them.“ 
And boy ean you expect them * to ſhine as lights 
ce in the world, when you have intimated thar the 
light of the Goſpel is no ſtandard either of vice or 
7 virtue 4 What ſtandard can there be of vice 

* and virtue,” ſay you, „ if the law be no rule of 
« life” You have ſet Moſes bef6re them, and then 
tell them to ſhine in Chriſt 3 though the Scriptures 
declare that, to this day, when Moſes is read, the 
veil is upon their heart. In reading the Old Teſta- 
ment, the veil remains; which veil is done away in 
Chriſt. To expect people to be faithful to Chriſt,” 
by exalting the Law, and debaſing the Goſpel; to 
*« ſhine as lights, when you have brought them to 
blackneſs and darkneſs; and to - adorn the doctrine 
* of the Saviour,” when you have told them that it is 
* no ſtandard of vice and virtue;"—is, I conceive, 
building again what you have before deſtroyed, and 
making yourſelf a tranſgreſſor. 

Your conclufion confirms all that you have charged 
the Antinomians with, overthrows all that you have 
ſaid about the Law, and proves the Author a va:# 


jangler. 


« We moſt affectionately commend you to God, and to 
the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and 
| P « give 


o 
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give you an inheritance among them that nctified in 


* Chrift Jeſas. And remain your affectionate brother, Sc.“ 
5, 

II this ee be true, half the pregeding ar- 
guments are falſe. How can you 0 comm them. 
te to the word of God's grace,” when it is & neither 
te a rule of life, nor a ſtandard of vice and eue! hs 
And the contenders for it, you ſay, are “ in love 
« with their own luſts.” How can this © word of 
& grace be able to build them up,” if perſonal holi- 
neſs, good works, and ſanctification, come by en- 
forcing the legal rule? And, if they are to receive 
&© an inheritance by the word of God's grace,” how 


dan enforcing the grace of God * involve people in 


« ſuch complicated guilt,” as you affirm it does? 
And, if this “ ſanctification is in Chriſt Jeſus,” why 
is the believer driven to ſeck it in Ezekiel's roll? 
Faith, purity, and good works, Sir, always go to- 
gether. He who enforces faith, will ſoon perceive 
the fruits; he who poſſeſſes faith, will ſhew it by his 
works. God purifies our hearts by faith, and faith 
produces good works; on which account they are 
called Faith's works, in contradiſtinction to the Le- | 


galiſt's dead works —which appear to me to be the 
only works you contend for. Enforcing the Law' : 
requirements from the purpoſe of God, the covenant 
of promiſe, the fulneſs of Chriſt, the hand of the 
Spirit, and the experience of the juſt, ſhall never be 
excluding the Law, ſetting aſide the Law, or making 

the 


+ 
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the Lat voii The good-will of purpoſe and promiſe 


ſecures the demands of the Law to the choſen Veſſel's 


mind and heart by an irrevocable decree, which cannot 
be called excluding it. The righteouſneſs of the Law 
is fulfilled in them who walk after the Spirit, which 
cannot be called /e!ting the Law aſide; and preach- 
ing the Faith eſtabliſhes.the Law, which cannot make 
it void. This good-will of God in Chriſt Jeſus ſe- 


cures not only ſalvation and glory, but is the grand 


cauſe of all the uſefulneſs and faithfulneſs, good 
words and good works, that have ever been brought 
forth in the world, either in the ſaints or by the ſaints. 
© They Hall be willing in the day of my power. 
% 7 will put my laws within them. They ball keep 
© my commandments, and do them. They Hall 
not depart from me. I will direct their work in 
« truth. 7 will do them good with my whole heart 
« and whole ſoul. They Shall love me, that they 
« may live. They ſhall call me, My Father,” 
« and * My God,” and fall not turn away from 
% me. The righteous ſhall hold on his way. From 
* the belly will I bear you; to old age and hoary 
* hairs will I carry you.” This is the doctrine that 
wounds the Devil in his intereſt, and ſhakes the 
ſandy foundation of the hypocrite: it brings glory to 
God in the higheſt, and on earth peace; which Satan 
cannot endure. Therefore the Phariſees were ſtirred 
up to traduce Chriſt, as paying no regard to the Law 
in zot keeping the Sabbath-day; and Paul, as affirm- 
| P 2 ing, 
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ing, Let us do evil, that good may comè. And, in our 
day, enforcing: this irrevocable decree in Chriſt, and 
the branches of it, which are productive of every 
good fruit, is called licentions principles; and the 
maintainers of them are ſtiled Heretics, Antinomians, 
and lovers of their own luſts; and all this under a 
maſk of holineſs and good works; which the Devil 
knows none but Chriſt can give, Nor can my ac- 
cuſers ſhew any more power, knowledge, experience, 
holineſs, or good works, by ocular demonſtration, 
than I can, unleſs it be in word: All the ways of a 
man are Clean in his own eyes, but the Lord weigheth 


4 - the Spirit, Prov. xvi. 2. The time will come when 


the heretic and the ſound divine will be weigbed in 
an even balance; and, whatever advantage a diſciple 
of Moſes may have in the balance of human judg- 
ment, ſure 1 am that the believer ſhall. never be 
found wanting in | this. Therefore talk no more ſo 
exceeding proudly; four God is a God of rar 
and by bim actions are weighed, | 
We live in a time when things are ſtrangely muti- 
lated, In the Apoſtles days, the work of an Evan- 
gelift was much inſiſted on, and a Chriſtian found” 
in the faith was highly eſteemed; but, ſince men 
have ſer up the trade of heaping to themſelves teachers, 
matters are much altered, A man may be ſound in 
the faith; ſound in ſpirit, practice, and principle; 
be born again of the Holy Ghoſt ; live in the fear of 
God, and in union with Chriſt; be circumſpect in 
his 


& 
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his. 1; 'M and wfeful ; in his day; be owned and ho- 
noured of God as & preacher, and have a thouſand. 
ſeals to his commiſhon—and yet be nothing but an 
Anlinomian: he may walk in faith and love, as Chriſt 
hath loved him; which is walking in the command- 
ments of God blameleſs—and yet jet afide the Law, 
and make it void, by a life of faith: The queſtion is 
not, (now) Whether a man be ſound in the faith? 
nor, Whether he handles the Law lawfully? But, 
Whether he can ſay, and will maintain, that the Law 
of Moſes is the only rule of life for Chriſt's diſciples? 
A man who can frequent a playhouſe, play at trap- 
ball, be a gameſter, a muſician, or a mere impoſtor, 
may keep the pulpit, receive the right-hand of fel- 
lowſhip, and be deemed orthodox, if he can but 
enforce and maintain this point; and throw out the 
word Antinomian againſt thoſe enthuſiaſts who con- 
tend for the Spirit's work; though, at the ſame time, 
he himſelf knows no more of the Law than he does 
of the Goſpel. Nor has any one that has wrote 
againſt me ever ſet the Law forth in it's proper light, 
handled it lawfully, or done juſtice to it—and, I may 
add, they never will, unleſs God eſtabliſh their hearts 
with grace, and guide them by his Spirit. 

Almoſt every week produces ſomething new on 
this point. It hath been lately advanced in public, 
that the evangelized Law is the believer's only role 
of life. A multitude of opinions, (though widely 
different) by the ligt and cunning of their au- 
thors, have produced a ſtrange phenomenon, like 

IIrael's 
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Iſrael's jewels conſolidated into Aafon's calf: An 
Evangelized Law is brought forth; that is, they 
have evangelised the miniſtration f death; and, by 


the ſovereign influence of human wiſdom, the nature 


of it is quite altered: it is now attended with a 
Goſpel power, to influence, quicken, enlarge, and 
evangelize, the human mind. So that this, as the 
better covenant, has the pre- eminence over the Law 
of faith; and the works of this Law ſhall reign, 
through this human tranſubſtantiation of ſubſtances, 
or tranſmigration of powers, ta life eternal! This 


is another branch of*vain jangling. 


While one thus legalizes the Goſpel to evangelize 
the Law, others are nibbling at Providence, allow 
ing Faith to lay no warrantable hold there. Some 
have preached, and others publiſhed, that the be- 
lie ver has no right to aft, or pray, for temporal things. 
Theſe things are promiſed; but they muſt not be 
prayed for; nor rquſt God be enquired of to fulfil 
his promiſe, or to do theſe things for us. For a poor 
ſaint to ſay, Give us, this dey, our daily bread, is de- 
clarative of an earthly mind. To cleave to God, as 
one's only overſeer and provider; and ſay, If God 
te will be with me, and will keep me in this way 
© that I go, and will. give me bread to eat, and rai- 
« ment to put on, ſo that I come again to my father's 
© houſe in peace, then ſhall the Lord be my God,” 
Gen. xxviii. 20, 21.—this is not acting like the ſaint. 
If God fend a famine, we muſt make no enquiry, 

like 
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like David; nor once aſk the Gibeonites, either to 
pray, or bleſs the people of the Lord, that the famine 
may be removed. Nor aſk God to deliver us from 


ſtrange children; and that our ſons may be as plants 


grown up, and our daughters as the corner-ſtones of 
a palace: That our garners may be full, affor ding all 
manner of ſtore, that our ſhe:p may bring forth thoy+ 
ſands, and ten thouſands, in our ſtreets ; that our oxen 
may be ſtrong to labour; that there be no breaking in 
nor going out ; that there be no complaining in our ſtreets. 

« Happy is the people that 1s in ſuch a caſe; yea, 

« happy is that people whoſe God is the Lord.” 

P/al. cxliv. God had promiſed by Moſes that zhey 
ſhould eat old ſtore, and bring forth the old becauſe of 
the neto, Levit. xxvi. 10. And David prays God ta 

ſend the fore promiſed. And Agur preſumed like- 

wiſe: Two things have I required of thee; deny 
e me them not before I die: Remove far from me 

« yanity and lyes; give me neither poverty nor riches; 

« feed me with focd convenient for me—leſt I be full, 
« and deny thee; and ſay, “ Who is the Lord?“ — 
«© or leſt I be poor, and ſteal, and take the name of 
« my God in vain.” Prov. xxx. 7, 8, 9. But theſe 
Old Teſtament ſaints had the pre-eminence; it muſt 
not be ſo done in our days—though many of this 
ſort of men take a worſe ſtep to get a ſupply; and 
others indulge a worſe ſpirit, (than that of prayer) 
in keeping what they have already hoarded up. 


I wiſh 
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I with Mr. Evans would receive the latyu from the 
Saviour's mouth, and lay up his, words in his beart, 
Job xxii. 22. 1 believe he would find that late to be 
the Jaw of faith, and that word to be the word of life; 
and, ſo far from repreſenting the Law of Faith as no 
rule of obedience, he would acknowledge that the 
everlaſting commandment of God calls for ſuch obe- 
dience—as it is written, Now to him that is of 
* power to eſtabliſh. you, according to my Goſpel, 
ce and the preachinę of Jeſus Chriſt; according to 
« the revelation of the myſtery, which was kept; ſecret 
c ſince the world began, but now is made manifeſt, 
« and by the Scriptures of the prophets, according 
de to the commandment of the everlaſting God, made 

% KNOWN 70 all nations, for the OBEDIENCE E of the 

© pzrrn.” Rom xvi. 25, 26. 
This Letter will never bring glory to God, nor,” 
produce any good works in men—nor do ] believe 
that it will ever do honour to the Author, the Fudge 
ment of the Aſſociation, or the Moderator. I con- 
clude my Addreſs with that diſtance and reſpe& due 
to the gentleman and the ſcholar; and ſubſcribe my- 
ſelf a miniſter, not of man, ner by man—and, whether 
a Heretic or an Antinomian, by the grace of Cod, 


J am, 
What I am, 
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A Word to the Reader. 


' COURTEOUS READER, 


Ir; is not my intention to juſlißy or Ae the 
perſon, character, life, preaching, or. wricings, of 
every one who is called an Antinomian. I Will de- 
fend no fort of Antinomians but ſuch as ate born 
again of the Holy Ghoſt, who live under the domi= 
nion of grace, and whoſe conduct and converlation 
are agreeable to the meaſure of faith received. 
Thoſe who allow of no prayer for temporal things, 
who allow of any ſalvation in popery, who deny a 
ſecond application of the blood of ſprinkling,. who 
Jpeak lightly of prayer, and talk of the fatheriy ſeve- 
rity of God being 10 puniſhment to bis children 
I have nothing to do with; for theſe notions are as 
8 falſe as the Bible is true. 
I. e point which I inſiſt upon is, That the nature 
of the Law, which is holy, juſt, and gooZ; together 
with it's requirements, love to God and our neigh- 
bour ; are ſecured in the purpoſe of God, the cove- 
nant of grace, the fulneſs of Chriſt, and the hand of 
the Spirit; and are produced in the ſouls of all God's 
elect by the operations of the Holy, Ghoſt. And, 
although the Rod out of Zion includes both the na- 
ture ** demands of the inferior rod of Moſes, yet 
theſe twominiſtrations mk not be jumbled together. 
God hath two covenants; the one of works, and the 


* 2 | other 
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other of grace: theſe are called, the law of works, 
and the law of faith. The one is a miniſtration of 
condemnation, the other of ſal vation. One is a mi- 
niſtry of the letter, the other of the Spirit. One is a 
voice of words, the other the word of life. Theſe 
muſt be kept apart. The law is not of faith, but of 
works; nom is faith of the law, but of grace. The 
one was graven on tables of ſtone, and written on 
parchment; the other is put in the mind, and written 
on the heart. The former was a law of the hand, 
and might be put in the pocket; the latter is put in 
the mind, and kept in the heart. The former is the 
ſtrength of ſin, 1 Cor. xv. 5, 6. the miniſtration of 
death, 2 Cor. iii. 79. and of condemnation, 2 Cor. 
111. 9. the latter is the miniſtration of pardon, re- 
conciliation, righteouſneſs, life, and ſalvation. He 
that expects life, ſanctification, or perfection, by the 


works of the law, the reward is reckoned of debt. 


The law is the labourer's rule—This do, and thou 

Halt live. His reward is of works; and, if by & 
works, then it is no more of grace. To him that 
worketh-not, but believeth on him that juſtifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteouſneſs: his 
reward is reckoned of grace, or free bounty; and if 
by grace, then is it no more of works. In the law, 
God's will of commandments is made known to the 
ſervant, what he will have done, and what he will 
have left undone; and what may be expected by the 
ſervant if the maſter's will be obeyed. God's will 


of purpoſe and of promiſe is made known by the 
Spirit, 


th os 
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| Spirit, in the law of faith, to the pre- adopted ſons: 
Having made known to us. the myſtery of bis will. 
This good-will of purpoſe reveals what 1s to be be- 
lieved, received, and expected, by the heirs of pro- 
miſe — and all of grace. To the ſons it is given 70 
know theſe myſteries of the kingdom, but not to the 
ſervants? I he ſervant knows not what big Lord doth; 
to him it is ſpoken in parables, and the preaching of 
it is to him fooliſhneſs. 
Theſe two covenants, theſe two rules, theſe two 
laws, together with the bond woman and the free 
woman, the child of the Fleſh and the child of the 
Spirit, the ſervant and the ſon, muſt be kept aſunder 
by an earneſt contention for the faith once delivered to 
the ſaints: for there are certain men crept in un- 
awares, who are ever blending theſe two covenants 
together by a vain jangling, knowing neither what 
they ſay, nor,whereof they affirm. One goſpelizes 
\ the miniſtration of the killing letter, while another 
legalizes the diſpenſation of the Spirit. One ridicules 
the ſovereignty, impeaches the juſtice, and contemns 
the counſel, of his Maker, and debaſes him to a level 
with the ſinner; while another exalts the free-agency | 
and perfection of the rebel above him. One {trips 
the bond child of his rule, and makes it the only 
rule of the ſon's life; another applies God's good- 
will to the briars and thorns, which are nigh unto 
curſing, and debaſes the heir of promiſe. Thus one 
dreſſes up the Law, and robs the Goſpel; the other 
ſtrips the heir to adorn the ſlave. One ſets up Moſes 
Q 2 (whoſe 
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(whoſe office it ĩs to accuſe the legaliſt) on the dro 
of Zion' King; ; and renders the Lord's government 
fo impertect, that his ſubjefts have no rule but what is 
fetched from the ſervant,” who was no more than a 
witneſs of the grace and truth that was to come by 
the Maſter. Another enforces a perfect qbedience 
to the ſervapt's rule, before we can obtain favour of 
the K og; degrading the merit of the Sovereign, to 
exalt the (ervant and the letter, But, as it was in 
the beginning, ſo it is now, and ever ſhall befor 
Moſes had tu 61d time, hath now, and will have, in 
every city, them that preach him. | 
Every choſen Veſſel, when the commandment 
cones with power to revive ſin, and ſlay the ſinner, 
t:rns bis feet to the legal teſtimonies; makes haſte, 
and delays not, ta keep the commandments, as the only 
way that ſeems right to a man: bat ancient experi- 


ence, as well as modern, teaches us, that / would E 


+ * 


. 


have fainted unleſs they had believed, A believing { 


view of Chriſt; ſubmiMon to the ſovereign will of V 


God revealed in him; and a cordial reception of him, 
as our wiſdom, right ouſneſs, ſanctiſication, and re- 
deniption, arc the firſt acts of obedience that ſtand for 
any thing in God's account:—and he gives the be- 
lieving ſoul a ſenſibility of his approbation, by the 
pardon of his ſins; the powerful operatious of his 
Spirit; a ſenſe of divine love; the enjoyment of 
peace and reconciliation; enlargement of heart; de- 
liverance from the fear of death, wrath, and bondage; 


and ty all the joys of a riſing, lively, and glorious 
hope. 


1 = 


off 


„ | - by f * 
118 _— 
"nu 89 4 * 7 4 
2 * 1 5 1 — N | 
' '» © _A%WORD TO. THE READER. „ 125 


Spe: While the believer's willlis ftraight, or runs 
parallel, with the ſovereign will of his Father in 
Chriſt Jeſus, he walks with God, and takes heaven 0 
with him; be heereth not rebuke; nor is there auß 
dreadful ſound in his ears; nor is he afraid of evil 
tiaings; bis heart is fixed, truſting in the Lord. Burt, 
if he neglects . the means of grace, omits prayer, 5 * 
and aims not at keeping up communion with his 
God; though the Ten Commandments ſay nothing 
about theſe things, yet he is ſummoned by his con- 
ſcience to another hearing, and at another bar, where 
inguiſition is ſtrictly made, and the cry of the humble 
attended to. Here the believer finds that, with a 
froward man, the Lord will ſhew himſelf froward; 
with a perverſe child, he will ſhew himſelf perverſe; 
with a perfect one, he will ſhew himſelf perfect; 
and, with an upright man, he will ſhew himſelf up- 
9 ight. At this bar humbling grace attends both the 
Fange and the chaſtening rod, which cannot be 
the caſe in the court of judicature. Nor can humbling 
grace be obtained by a rule that worketh wrath, here 
Juſtice will by no means clear tle guilty. No man, 
either ſaint or ſinner, was ever humbled, ſoftened, or 
ſweetened, at that bar. Devils, charged with folly, 
and deſperate rebels, are both witneſſes of this truth, * 3 
who are obliged to ſtand the fiery teſt when they 1 
would fain fly out of Ged's band. Every awakened ſinner ©* ; 
(as before obſerved) flies to the Law, as his only rule 4 
of life, walk, conduct, and converſation; and he N 
finds by ſad experience that there is nothing but 4e 
; ruction 
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Nruction and miſery ig all bis ways, till he bows to * | 
better yoke, and ſubmits to another rule, which is by | 
attended with A. ving health, and diręcts his ſteps to 

> the way of life and path of Peace. , 

Under that galling, unbearable yoke, Reader, i 

. * * 8 thou couldeſt 3 live, walk, gor conduct 

9 t thy, theſe legal gentlemen wiſh to bring thy neck 

i 12 for unexperienced men know nothing ſaving- 

Af Aly of the Goſpel rule; therefore they can form no 

Fut ideas of the immortal ties of love, the dominion 

'bf grace, the powerful operations of the Spirit, and 
an heart- felt union with Chriſt: they know of no 
bands or cords but the ſlaviſh fear of death and hell! 

and therefore enforce perſonal holineſs and good 

works from the Law; which was the work of the 

ancient ſpies who came in to ſpy out the liberty ofßfͤ il 
the ſaints; and then ſent the juſtified Galatians, who 5 
had begun in the Spirit, to the Law, 7o be madg per: 
fect ty "the feſp: whereas he who is ſubjected to t 
will of the Father of ſpirits, is chaſtened for bis pra 
and made a partaker of Gua's boiineſs, Heb. x11. 10. [ 
and, being joined to the Lord, he is one Spirit; and, 
by virtue of this union, he receives grace, ſtrength, 
and a freſh ſupply of the Spirit, to prepare and qua- 
lify him for every good word and work: and this 

— ſoulſatisfyiog union ĩs felt and enjoyed as long as a 

* » faint walks with God, in humble ſubmiſſion and re- 

' ſignation to his ſovereign will; but, if he reſiſt the 
will of his God, by diſputing againſt or oppoſing his 
decrees, by murmuringat the daily croſs, or fretting 

at 


- 
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* different changes of heart, or 2 and intri- 
cate providences, he makes to himſelf crgoked paths, - - 3 
and he that goes.therein ſpall not enjoy peace. He acts "4 þ 
like Jonah, runs counter to his rule; the ſtorm pur- | * "4 
ſues him, and in time ſinks him; till out of the belly ———- 
F bell be cnies, cgnſcious that heghas obſerved hing & „ 

vuanilies, and Forſaken his own mercy: the thoughts of hl 
which, and his baſe ingratitude, conſtrain him once 

more to fix his longing eyes, not on Sinai, Hut on 1e 
Mercy ſeat in the holy T, emple—after which, in anſwer _ ; 
» toa E eonfeſſions and ſupplications put up, he comes 

forth again, crying, Salvation is of the Lord. But, if 

he will again diſpute the point, and reſiſt the will of 

his Father, after a few expoſtulations, a violent heat 

ſpall wither all his joys and comforts; and an eaſt wind 

. fall beat upon his head till he faints; and, when he 

comes to himſelf, he will ſay, Thy wiLL be done un 

Þ earth, as it is in heaven; which ſeems, by thoſe words, 

be the only rule, both of angels, and the /pirits of 

2 men made perf:F. For what elſe can be the only 

rule of the family of heaven and earth, but the good- 

will of God in Chrilt Jeſus, ſceing angels themſelves 

ſtand not on the tottering baſis of il but are 

elected and confirmed by ſovereign grace in. Chriſt 

Jeſus, who is the head of all principality and power? 

And, whether this g00d-will of God in Chriſt ro the 
elect be revealed in a command or a promiſe, the be 
rious bleſſing is life in both, and is a free gift. 25 

know that bis commandment is life everleſt ug, John 


Xii. 50. And this is the Progpiſe that he hath prom 3 
, even eternal life, 1 John, ii. 25. 


W bile © | 
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| While che Maſter's will of commandments I” 4 1 
ing the deſolate woman and her children keeps th 
bond fraternity all their lifetime ſubject to bondage; 4 
the Malter ſtanding, not only on the diſpoſition of che. 
fervant's heart, but on the goodneſs of his work; and 
declaring the effender i in one point to be grilty of all; 
under this diſpeñſation he lives, "Which makes him 5 
hate coming to a reckoning; under this he dick, . ; 
which makes him wiſh' for a covenant With death, 
and an agreement with hell. Convinced that the bed 
which he hath made is too ſhort for; 4 reſting · place; "I 
and his legal coverings too narrow to hide ms guilcz “ * 
a conſciouſneſs of this will force him to call n be 
rocks to fall on bim, and to the hills to cover bim; for, 
if he hath been enflamed with rage at the grren Tree, 
hat but the work of fiery indignation can be dont in 
—— pac is? +. © 8 
That my Reader may be E to ſee tber oe 
+ which differ—the difference between the lawg 
of faith and that of works; between the Spirit of 
berty and that of bondage; between a miniſter of 
Spirit, who preaches Chriſt, and is called an Antin 
mian, and a miniſter" of the letter, who favours At- 
minianiſm, and yet is called orthodox; and, after 
trying all things, be enabled to hold faſt that "Oy 
is good—is the prayer and deſire of | 


Thy faithful Friend, 9. N064 e 1 1 
And willing de in Chriſt Jes, 4 


*; 
” 2 


Wu. HUN N f 
5 1 


